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Financial condition of the Society. 



The past has been a year of mingled 
prosperity and embarrassment. In com- 
mon with all the other great benevolent 
institutions, our income has suffered from 
•Hhe pressure of the times." And yet it 
is our privilege to record, and to congratu- 
hte our friends upon, the fact tliat our re- 
ceipts have been larger than we could 
reasonably have anticipated under the cir- 
cumstances. 

Tlie Treasurer's report shows a total 
income of fifty-five thousand two hundred 
• and seventy-six dollars and eighty-nine 
cents, which amount has all been expended, 
and the treasury is empty at the close, as 
it also was at the beginning, of the year. 
Of this amount, twenty-six thousand one 
hundred and foriy-iive dollars and eighty- 
seven cents, were donations to the cause, 
the hearty free-will offerings of its friends. 
These indicate the state of the public feel- 
ing—the meg;sure of the general estimate 
in which the enterprise is held by the 
community at large. Last year we re- 
ceived from the same source twenty-one. 
thousand one hundred and sixty dollars 
and eighty-two cents, which is four thou- 
sand nine hundred and eigiity-five dollars 
and five cents less than the amount we have 
received this year. Last year we received 
in payment for the expenses of emigrants 
and freight sent to Liberia, thirty -one 
thousand eight hundred and forty dollars 



and twenty-two cents, while this year v?e 
have received only seventeen thousand one 
hundred and forty -seven dollars and sixty- 
eight cents, shov/ing a difference of four- 
teen thousand six hundred and ninety-two 
dollars and fifty-nine cents. This money 
for expenses of emigranls is received in 
part from State appropriations, from lega- 
cies, and from living owners, for coloni- 
zing their own people. In very few in- 
stances, however, is the whole expense 
thus provided for. Several Staffes limit 
the amount to be used for each emigrant 
to fifty dollars, and many wills make pro- 
vision for only a very small part of the 
expenses. These deficiencies have to be 
rcade up by benevolent contributions. The 
great excess of the receipts, of last year 
over this, for emigrants' account, wilt 
therefi?re be accounted for, by the fact that 
we have sent ihm year lesa than half as 
many emigrants as we did lust year. 

The following statement will show the 
actual amount which each State has con- 
tributed, as its share of our whole receipt 
the past year, viz: 

Maine $1,194 77 

New Hampshire , .. 995 64 

Vermont. ^,129 17 

Massachusetts 3,723 88 

Rhode Island.. 643 71 

Connecticut 4,582 61 

New York.. 7,669 40 
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Decease of Friends of the Cause. 



New Jersey 2,622 00 

Pennsylvania 1,727 60 

Delaware 362 78 

Maryland 3,475 82 

District of Columbia 1,531 89 

Virginia 4,182 84 

North Carolina 347 16 

South Carolina 82 00 

Georgia 819 60 

Alabama 65 00 

Florida 31 00 

Louisiana. 819 96 

Mississippi 6,643 87 

Kentucky 3,064 10 

Tennessee 1,767 56 

Ohio 2,123 25 

Indiana 45 00 

Illinois......... 309 45 

Missouri^ 141 00 

Michigan 31 50 

lowa.....^...... 27 00 

Wisconsin 1 00 

Arkansas 516 00 

Texas 16 00 

California 20 00 

Other CountrkSt viz: 

Choctaw Nation 267 50 

New Brunswick 5 00 

England 1 24 

Turkey... 10 00 

North India 56 40 

In this connection we cannot refrain 
from expressing our high sense of grati- 
tude to our distinguished friend David 
Hunt, of Mississippi, who, near the close 
of the year, perceiving that we were in 
want of funds, and having already made 
his annual contribution of five hundred 
dollars, sent us the generous donation of 
five thousand dollars! May Heaven re- 
ward him for his munificent offering ! 

It will be pel^ived that but few legacies 
have beep /t>aid this year — only two thou- 
sand five hundred and fifty-four dollars and 
eighty-six cents in all having been received, 
— while last year we received nine thous- 



and eight hundred and sixty-one dotiara 
and sixteen cents. This falling off in our 
receipts from this isource is contrary to our 
expectations, as several large bequfsta 
were due to the Society; some of winch 
we confidently expected would have been 
received this year, and which would have 
relieved us of much embarrassment, and 
enabled us to have prosecuted our work 
with new and enlarged usefulness. But 
alas ! we were disappointed. Some of 
them, from present appearances, will never 
be paid. Others will be delayed for a 
longer or shorter time, from causes over 
which we have no control. Would that 
our friends whiile living would remember 
how difficult of execution is a will making 
bequests to benevolent institutions ! 

We have not yet received any thing 
from the McDonogh estate. 

Jonathan Coit, late of New London, 
Connecticut, and one of the life directorg 
of this Society, departed this life in Octo- 
ber. He had been a liberal and constant 
contributor to our funds, and in l\h will 
he left a bequest> of five thousand dollars, 
which will doubtless be paid this year. 

Two of the Vice Presidents of the Soci- 
ety have departed this life since oar last 

annual meeting : — the Hon. Abbot Law- 
rence, of Boston, Mass. and the Rev. P. 
Lindsley, D. D. of Nashville, Tenri. 

It will be remembered that we com- 
menced this year under the pressure of a 

j heavy debt, of upwards of thirly-tH'o 
thousand dollars, and that the Board of 
Directors at their last annual meeting adop- 
ted the following resolution, viz : 

««That in view of the pecuniary em- 

I barrassmenfs of the country, aod the de- 
pressed state of the furris of the Society, 
it be recommer^^ed to the executive com- 
mittee to conduct their affrurs, both in re- 
ference to outlays for emigrants to Li- 
beria, as well as in the employment of 
agents, with due regard to the liquidation 
of the debts of the Society." 



■V. 
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Expeditions— Number of Emigrants. 



Under ihe guidance of this resolution 
we have acted during the year, and it is 
our privilege to report thnt we have paid 
ofi' ilie debt, sustained tX-.e credit of the 
Society, and done somewhat to advance its 
interests. The present indebtedness of the 
S<n iety is merely such as occurs on the 
departure of an expedition for Liberia, 
when poods and provisions are bought on 
credit, and the regular business of the 
Ssx'itty runs on currently from time to 
time. We can therefore congratulate the 
conununity and ourselves on being able to 
coinnience another year under circum- 
ftnnces so much more favorable than we 
did tlie last. 

To accomplish this result we have been 
obliged to conduct all our affairs under the 
most rigid economy, and to curtail our 
operations both in this country and Libe- 
ria. We have sent out as few emisfrants 
as a w. "e re;^ard to the interests committed 
to our trust would allow. Early in the 
year vi'e advertised that we would only take 
those whose expenses were in whole or in 
purt provided for, and such others as wei^e 
connected with them by marriage or other- 
wise, Of sUCn as cifCuinBiaiiCes rendered it 
nei essary should leave before the close of 
the year. 

We have only sent three expeditions to 
Lilieria, with two hundred and seven emi- 
grants. The Bark Cora, chartered by this 
Society, sailed from Baltimore the 2nd, 
and from Norfolk the 5th of May, with 
one hundred tmd six emigrants; the same 
vessel, ngain chartered by this Society, 
sailed, on her second voyage, from Balti- 
more, November 1st, with fifty-three emi- 
grants bent out by this Society and twelve 
sciul)y the Maryland Colonization Society. 
The third and last expedition sailed from 
New York the '24th December, in the Bark 
" Lamartine," chartered and fitted out by 
the New Yurk State Colonization Society, 
with forty -eight emigrants. 



The expenses of colonizing these emi- 
grants is lai^er than has heretofore been 
usual. We have never paid so high prices 
for the charter of vessels and for provisions 
as during this year. 

The following table will show all im- 
portant information re8pe^^t^ng the emi- 
grants, viz : 
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A new Slate Auxiliary Colonization So- 
ciety was formed in North Carolina last 
spring which promises much usefulness to 
the cause. 

Since our last annual meeting an Auxil- 
iary State Colonizntion Society lias been 
formed in Iowa, under very favorable aus- 
pices. Soon after the formation of said 
Society, an act was passed by the Legisla- 
ture of Iowa> then in sessioa^ grP dtingto 
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State appropriations— The Colonization Ship. 



evefry colored person in the State a free 
passRge to Liberia, and appropriating fifty 
dollars for the expenses of each one ! The 
then governor however vetoed this bill, and 
thus defeated the appropriation. We shall 
hope for better success hereafter. 

It is our privilege to report, and we do 
it with great satisfaction, that the Legisla- 
ture of Missouri now in session has passed 
an act appropriating three thousand dollars 
a year for ten years to aid the operations 
of the Society in that State. 

It is also our privilege to report another 
appropriation by the Legislature of New 
Jersey, in most, liberal and generous 
terms, by which three thousand dollars 
were placed at the disposal of the Coloni- 
zation Society of that State, to be applied 
by them in building houses, and other ne- 
cessary expenditures, for the reception and 
accommodation of emigrants, and' also a 
thousand dollars a year for three years, to 
defray the expenses of emigrants from that 
State. This action of the New Jersey 
Legislature is more liberal in its provisions 
than that ofany other State. It provides not 
only for their removal to Liberia, but also 
embraces certain provisions lyr their com- 
fort and happiness after their arrival there. 
If all the States which have made appro- 
priations would liberalize and extend them 
accordingly, it would relieve this Society 
of a very heavy pecuniary responsibility, 
and also greatly increase the inducements 
to their free people ^o emigrate. 

The following States have already made 
appropriations to aid in coloniznig their 
own free colored people, viz. Connecticut, 
New Jersey. Pennsylvania, Maryland, 
Virginia, Indiana and Missouri. 

The Legislature of the State of Georgia 
have had the subject before them, and we 
entertain strong hopes that they will make 
an appropriation before they adjourn. 

Early in the year the Maine State Colo- { 
nization Society was ^revived, or more \\ 
properly a new State Colonization Society j 



was formed, under very favorable auspi- 
ces» and a^ one of its first acts, appointed 
a special committee to devise ways and 
means, and obtain a ship for this Society. 
This committee desired the Rev. R. R, 
Gurley, to unite his efl!"orts with theirs, in 
order to accomplish this great work. To 
this he readily acceeded, and has been 
prosecuting it nearly all the time since, by 
every effort in bis power, and with great 
success. It was determined by the com- 
mittee to raise thirty thousand dollars to 
build the ship, by subscriptions conditional 
upon that amount being sul>^cribe& by the 
first of the present month. The object met 
a prompt approval everywhere. The [liib- 
i lie press warmly advocated it. The follow- 
ing paragraph from the Portland Argus is 
but a specimen of their earnestness and 
zeal ; <« We are happy to be able to state 
that'the subscriptions for building a ship 
for the Colonization Society, have been 
started nobly in this State. At Bath, last 
week, the sum of five thousand dollars was 
cheerfully subscribed, and in generous 
sums. There are three one-thousand-dol- 
lar subscriptions ; one of five hundred dol- 
lars, one of two hundred and fAly, and 
several of one hundred dollars, and smaller 
sums. This is noble ; worthy the public 
spirited and philanthropic citizens of our 
sister city. "VV^e hope the solid men of 
Portland will not be behind their ; Mshbors. 
We believe they will not be. There never 
,was presented in our humble opinion, a 
definite object for benevolent effort, so easy 
of accomplishment, that will be productive 
of so wide-spreading and far-reaching re- 
sults as will be the building of this skip for 
developing the commerce and facilitating 
intercourse with the young sister republic 
of Liberia." And the following from the 
Daily Tribune of Bath ; 

It is with the liveliest satisfaction, that 
we observe the movement indicated by an 
Address published in your sheet of Mon- 
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day, and put forth by a highly respectable 
Cammittee of the Maine Colonization 
Society, the members of which Commit- 
tee, are loos' -^d in different and remote 
parts of.our State, and whose object is, to 
collect by sabscription the means necessa- 
ry to build and equip a ship, for the use of 
the American Colonszatfon Society. 

This noble purpose, if carrif'd out in a 
manner worthy of Maine, and we have 
iio.doubt of such a result, will do honor to 
the*'Pine Tree State." And surely, no 
State in the Union hajs a stronger claim 
to the privilege of leading in this work ; — 
it is quite in "our line of business," and, 
while we are sure of the requisite enter- 
prise, energy and skill, we eonniftt believe 
that the philanthropy will prove deficient. 

In no work of benevolence, probably, 
could our citizens of all religious distinc- 
tions, as well as political parties, more cor- 
dially unite ; and it is truly comforting 
that a kind Providence indulges us, now 
and then, with opportunities of this sort. 

To those whose benevolent feeling 
promptfv them, especially, to the work of 
evangelizing the heathen, the opportunity 
could hardly be better, — if their prompt- 
ings are, to relieveand comfort the oppressed 
and piace them in a situation freely to ex- 
ert their powers for the good of themselves 
and others, here, a most direct opportuni- 
ty offers ; and if* to extend the enjoyment 
of those free institutions, religious and 
civil, so dear to ourselves, here we have 
the most hopeful prospect of success. 
We would therefore hope that every man, 
woman and child in Maine, may be 
ambitious to participate in accomplishing 
the work proposed. 

Public meetings were held in various 
places, earnest speeches were made and 
warm appeals were issued. Xhe Clergy 
advocated it. Sabbath schools made con- 
tributions. It was a great work for a sin- 
gle State, and the time was short. The 
committee met the 5th of November, and 
adjourned to the '28th December, deter- 
mined in the meantime to ascertain what 
yrould be done in their several districts, 
and cherisiiing the belief that such pledges 
would be given as would warrant them to 
go forward without delay. 

The committee met the 28th December, 
and resfolved to go forward and build the 
ship. The following is tlie official state- 
fnent.of their action, viz : 



The committee on the subject of build- 
ing a ship for the America)^ Colonization 
Society met on the i28th inst. ut Bath. A let- 
ter was received from the liev. J. W. 
Chickering enclosinga resolution of the Ex- 
ecutive Committee of the Maine Coloniza- 
tion Society, authorizing the Chairman 6t 
this Ship Committee to pledge on certain 
conditions the Stat« Society for such 
amounts as might be found deficient in the 
required sum ofthirtythou.sand dollars. Af- 
ter a free and full conversation in regard to 
the state of the subscription and the prosper- 
ity of the enterprise, the following resolu- 
tions were unanimously adopted : 

The Committee on the Coloniza'don 
Ship consider the pledge of the Execu;:ve 
Committee of the Maine Colonization So- , 
ciety, to make up what is deficient in the 
sum of thirty thousand dollars, as a valid 
ground of confidence that this pledge will 
be speedily redeemed by the liberality of 
the good people of this State, and there- 
fore resolved, to go forward and build the 
ship, fully expecting to be sustained by 
their fellow citizens of Maine, a,nd the 
ffiepds of the Colonization Society through- 
out the Union. 

Resolved furtjigr, thai in adopting the 
preceding Resolution the Committee feel 
that ihey assame a heavy responsibiKty, 
from which they confidently rely upon their 
fellow citizens promptly to relieve then?, 
by subscribing the few thousand dollars 
now deficient, and the Committee add that 
proposals will hereafter be made for the 
construction of the ship. 

On motion of Samuel Tyler, Capt. G. P. 
Patten, Major Thomas Harward\ of Bath, 
and Wra.Chase, Esq. , of Portland ,were ap- 
pointed to conduct and superintend the 
building of this ship. 

G. F. Patten, diairman. 

Thus nobly was this great work com- 
menced and to this final determination has 
it come. We congratulate our friends in 
Maiae ! 

In this review of the important events 
of the year, thev^bciety cannot but express 
the high gratification felt kj the friends of 
Colonization and Liberia, that in the liber- 
al provision made by Congress at ita ses- 
sions in 1854-'5 for a general Consular Sys- 
tem , one thousand dollars was appropria- 
ted for a consul at Monrovia. This act, 
important for tlie commerce of our coun- 
try, is equally beneficial to the operations 
of our Society. 
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In the history of Liberia during the pust 
year, there nre many matters of ihterest. 

A new and prosperous settlement has 
been formed at Cape Mount, almost on 
the very spot where formerly exirjted a 
notorious slave factory. The Government 
of Liberia has the honor of commencing 
this settlement and paying the larger part 
of the expenses, "fhe 7th of April last 
President Roberts, in company with A. D. 
Williams, left Monrovia in the Govern- 
mentschooner "Lark," witli about seven- 
ty volunteers, and all the necessaries for 
defence and comfort. They were all land- 
ed in excellent health and spirits, highly 
pleased with their liew home. They were 
successful in all their plans, found the Jia- 
tives frieixdly and well disposed to the set. 
tlement, the prospects for trada rer^arka- 
bly good, and at our last advices all things 
promised well. It is vevy desirable that 
we should send a conripany of emigrants 
there, and for their c^oinfort and accommo- 
dation we heed a good, substantial building 
as a receptacle. The place is called Rob- 
ertsport. 

In Monrovia, the Alexander High- 
School has been reorganized with very 
favorable prospects. This institution is 
destined to accomplish a vast amount of 
good in Liberia. 

The MoNnoviA Academy, under the su- 
perintendence of the Rev , James W. Horn, 
is in a prosperous condition, and has made 
arrangements to enlarge its operations. 

A new seminary for young misses has 
been opened in the seminary buildings, 
(up stairs,) under the auspices of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church mission. 

In Bassa county, the Protestant Epis- 
copal mission has established a seminary 
of learning. The mission building is 
nearly finished and presents a handsome 
appearance. Several private buildings of 
improved style have been erected. A site 
was selected about half a mile below the 



: mission premises for the location of our 
j new receptficle for emigrants, and con- 
' siderable materials hud been prepared for 
j the building. It was also our iitienfion to 
1 build one in Monrovia, of large size and 
i substantia! structure. The bricks are 
i made, and other things prepared. But 
our pecuniary embarrassments at thecom- 
i mencement of the year compelled us to 
I suspend the work foV the time being. We 
! regret that we have not yet been in cir- 
i cumstances to recommence it. We al- 
j luded to the necessity for diese improve- 
I ments in our las* report. We cannot do 
I justice to ourselves and the great interests 
j of Liberia without again calling attention 
j to it. The buildings which have hereto- 
i fore been erected have been temporary. We 
1 have never been able to build what we need- 
j ed exactly — substantial, permanent, large, 
I v/ell-planned and arranged, ^iry buiid- 
j ings, where the emigrants for the first six 
I months could be taken care of under regu- 
liar hospital rules and systems unde? the 
I eye of the physician and agent every day, 
I and every attention paid to their comfort 
j and welfare. Such a' building we need, 
and must have in Greenvdie, Sinou county; 
another in Bassa county; another in Mes- 
surado county, and a fourth at Cape 
Mount. To erect these buildings and 
properly fit them for use we need dur- 
ing the year upon which we are now en- 
tering, at least Iwenly thousand dollars. 

It has been our endeavor to carry 
into execution the will of the Board 
of Directors as expressed at their last 
i annual meeting respecting the establish- 
! ment of an interior settlement. By 
I the first opportunity, we sent instructions 
i to our agent and our physician at Bassa 
I to select a suitable nlace interior of Bas- 
i SG, and to make all necessary preparatione 
I for commencing the settlement, so that a 
! company might be sent interior imme- 
; diattly on the arrival of our regular 
. spring expedition. But at our last ad- 
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rices little or no progress had been made. 
They saw, or thoughi they saw, insuper- 
able ob-stucies in the way. Under dati^ of 
28tli March, 1855, the Hon. S. A. Benson, 
writes, «'I have carefully considered your 
request, that an experiment be made of 
Rccliniating a few emigrants out at the 
mountains, who are to be sent out in May, 
and 1 have consulted with our most judi- 
cious men, throughout Liberia, and find 
it to be the unanimous opinion that such 
ail enterprise would be injudicious. It is 
believf'l, that notwithstanding the natives 
tmxi rerfecUy friendly in that region, and 
manifest anxiety that a settlement be form- 
ed out there, yet it is difficult for a native 
to resist temptation, and from the non-pro- 
lection of the emigrants, the natives might 
be templed (as the past has taught us) to 
stir up some difficulty so as to gratify 
their avarice ; and though the natives 
might not really intend to commit any ag- 
gression, yet, reports to that eJTect would 
certainly be put in circulation out there, 
and that too while, perhaps, some of the 
emigrants are sick, and Q. knowledge of 
their defenceless condition would operate 
very detrimentally to their acclimation •, 
and in either case, I would certainly be 
censured tliroughout Liberia., There can 
be no question as to the superiority of the 
interior far acclimation : the astonishingly 
bracing and recruitij)g effect that a visit to 
tlie interior has on the old settlers should 
place this beyond doubt. 

*• I hope, sir, that you will not consider 
me as setting up myself to dictate to you 
and the executive committee. You k'^iow 
me better than that. It is a pleasure to 
me to try and carry out any request you 
make. But as I understand the state of 
things out here better than you do, I know 
a suggestion will always be acceptable. 
Let fifty old settlers precede any emi- 
graiits to that place ; which will not be 
done wiiljout an inducement. The govern- 
ment will maken. sufficient appropriation of 
land for each. You support them (rations) 



jj for twelve months, and require them to 
jl give SIX months labor each for the Society, 
I and allow each man fifty dollars besides, 
• to go towards erecting him a house. Tha 
six moinha labor of fifty men,, for the 
Society, will make sufficient preparation 
for the reception of at least one hundred 
emigrants, and the old settlers being per- 
manent settlers, thd'A a settlement capable 
of se!f-d«feiice will at once be formed." 

Again : under dat« of Sept. '29, 1355, 
he says, " my desire for the formation of 
the New Jersey interior settlement ia 
greater than ever. I hope we may be 
able to succeed. But, sir, it will require 
a man of much energy and discretion to 
have the superintefjidence of it until it gets 
well established. You may rely on my 
doing every thing that may be in my 
power (officiaMy or otherwise) for the ac- 
complishment of the desired object." 

Within the past year Liberia has passed 
through a political excitement, unlike any 
thing which she hai before experienced. 
President Roberts, who had so long nobly 
filled the Presidential Chair, had declined 
a re-election, whereupon an aniinated 
I contest sprung up as to his successor. The 
election ,wsis held Uie 1st of May, when 
Stephen A. Benson was elected Presi- 
dent, and Beverly P. Yates, Vice Presi- 
dent, to serve for the term of two jjeara, 
commencing the 1st instant. They were 
elected by large majorities, and the excite- 

O 

ment of the canvass soon subsidtsd, and 
all things again moved on with their 
former easy and gentle flow. 

In the various departments of moral 
and social organization , there is a gradual 
improvement. New churclies have been 
built in various localities j new fields of 
missionary labor have been opened, and 
I the spiritual laborers have entered upon 
i their work, while many of the older 
I churches have enjoyed refreshing seasons 
' of divine grace. 
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Meeting of the Society— Remarks by the President. 



Annual Meeting^of the American Colonization Society, 



The annual meeting of the American 
Colonization Society \vas held according 
to adjournment, on the 15lh of January, 
I856,"'at 7 o'clock P. M., in Trinity 
Church, Washington City. The chair 
was taken by John- H. B. Latrobe, Esq., 
President of the Society. 

After calling the Society to i)rder, the 
President remarked : 



" Rarely has the Society met under cir- 
cumstJinces of greater interest thatt now 
attend it. No longer assembling to learn 
the progress of a doubtful expermient ; it 
convenes to promote the development of 
the Republic it has founded. 

With a reputation that has spread jTrom 
the small circle of philanthropists to whom 
it owed its existence, not only through 
our own country, but across the sea, to 
the nations that have made treaties with 
the work of its hands, the American Col- 
onization Society meets, to-night, with all 
the prestige of a great success. 

What was once regarded as the fair 
boasting of enthusiastic friends— I mean 
the assertion that the prosperity of its 
colonies had been unequaled in the annals 
of colonization—is now€:enerally acknowl- 
edged to be its distinguishing characteris- 
tic. 

All things seem to have worked together 
for the good of colonization. Even the 
early feebleness of Liberia was a blessing 
to it. The slowness of the growth of the 
colonies is of itself a guaranty of their 
atability. If a generation and more have 
been added to the free colored population, 
hare, since the society was organized, a 
generation and more have, iii the same 
time, grown up in Liberia, that have never 
known another country, and to whom Af- 
rica has become a fathefland. 

The civilization of Liberia is no longer 
dependent on the lives of those wfio. in the 
first instance, transplanted it from Amer- 
ica : but, bom 'upon the soil, iris, now, na- 
tive to U. It is a christian civilization too ; 
and, second ,only to this interest, it is a 
republican civilizction ;— republican, not in 
name, merely, but repubUcan in all those 
elements of thought and action, on which 
depends the perpetuity of republics. There 
it standsj—this republic of our creation,— 
recognized by the old world,— unrecog- 
nized, as yet, by the country, of whose 
benevolence and wisdom it is the noblest 
illustration! There it stands; with its 



, churches, its schools, its benevolent asso- 
! ciations, its political assemblages, all con- 
ducted by Its citizens, with an aptneiss for 
affairs, a faculty for self-government, an 
appreciation of order, and a law abiding 
spirit, such as, exhibiting themselves in 
the early history of the colonies of Greai 
Britain," made republicanism a necessity of 
freedom here, as they are now making it a 
necessity of freedom in Liberia.— There it 
stands ;'a missionary nation; a putter-down 
of the slave tracie ; an indicator of the capa- 
city of its people, — the work of the forecast 
and philanthropy of the north, the south, 
the east and th« west of this Union, repre- 
sented in the American Colonization So- 
ciety. There it stands ; inviting to its 
i homes the free colored people of the United 
' States, when they shall, themselves, ad- 
mit that it is their interest to emigrate. 
Aided, in so doing, at first, by associations 
for the purpose, and until the attractions 
of Liberia and the repulsions of America, 
producing a self-paying colonization, Af- 
rican Colonization shall be placed in this, 
' as in all other respects, on a footing with 
the colonizations that have preceded it. 

May ,H not, thejtji be well said, that the 
circumstances of our meeting are of pecu- 
liar interest : and that, assembling &s we 
do, for the thirty-ninth time, from difTerenl 
parts of the Union, we should feel encour- 
aged in our labors for a cause whose gen- 
eriii progress, despite occasional and un- 
toward events, seems to have been, in 
many v/nys, blessed indeed. Thanks for 
these blessings becomes the part of our 
duties, and prayer for guidance a proper 
recognition of our dependence upon Kim 
by whom they have been vouchsafed. 

At the request of the President tjie 
prayer, at the opening of the annual meet- 
ing, was then offered by the Rev. Mr. 
Cumrnings. 

Extracts from the Annual Report were 
read by the Secretary. ^ 

The President then introduced to the 
audience the Hon. George P. Marsh, late 
JVlinister to the Turkish Empire, who de- 



livered the follow^ing address 

Mr. President, 

and Gentlemen of tlie Society: 

Although the quarter of the Union, or 
to speak more precisely, the State, wliich 
1 have the honor, on this occasion, in a 
certain sense, to represent, has from the 
earliest organization of this society warmly 
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sympathized in your objects, and actively 
participated in your operations, yet this 
Evmpiithy and this participation have not 
found their motive in any ftop'e of present 
benefit to the people of Vermont, or in- 
deed in any calculations of interest direct 
or remote. Like that more noriheast- 
w.ird!}'; State which is now giving you such 
amunincent proof of its interest in your 
cause, the land of my fathers is cursed, 
or, when f remember how essential a con- 
diiion of humon virtue and true prosperity 
it is that man shall eat his bread m the 
sweat of his brow, shall I not rather 
say, blessed, with a soil, whose mountain 
forestg nature interspersed with no flowery 
prairies, whose rivers she fringed with 
no fertile savannas, whose ragged surface 
tempted the rude and sluggish husband-: 
ry of the savage by no facility of culti- 
|sjition, and the rigors of whose climate 
v.ere compensated by no edible plant of 
spontaneous growth. 

The Green Mountains^ £00 sterile un- 
pateful and cold to furnish food and shel- 
ter to even the frugal and hardy Indian/ 
remainedjto a recent period, with trifling ex- 
ceptions, an untenanted and untenantable 
^vilderness, and were never the home of 
man, until subdued and made habita- 
|bleby Anglo-American industry. They 
pre';enteven in their improved condition, 
no attractioii to the. sensitive and, indolent ' 
Afi-ican, and it is hardly a departure from : 
the truth to say, that none of that race : 
uwe!) within our borderis. \ 
Prom the inconveniences then, what, i 
ever ihey may be, which attend the co- ! 
occupancy of the same soil hy races phy- 
sic;illy distinct, and incapable of amtdga- 
niation ivithout violence to natural law, 
we are wholly free. Our inland position 
moreover excludes us from sharing in the 
advantages, present or future, which may 
result from the commercial intercourse 
between the African and American coasts. 
The operations of your society, tkerefcres 
'A'i!i neither relieve us from an incum- 
)rance, nor open to us new fields of in- 
dustry or enterprise, and the interest 
■A'hich we feel in your success mus£ be 
referred to other than selfish aspirations. 

Jvnowing, then, nothing by experience, 
ind liitle by personal observation, of those 
evils, the entire or partial removal of 
R'hich, if not a direct object, it is hopetl, 
nay be a result of your action, I shall 
e pardoned, if in the few remarks I pro- 
wse to offer > I regard the subject as 
surely a matter of philosophic and phi- 
anthropic interest, apart from any con- 
sideraiinn of its elFects, for good or for 
•vil,upon the people of the United States, 
ueir domestic policy, or their internal re- 



lations. As seen in this light, the object 
of the Colonization Society is not to re- 
ceive benefits, but to confer them; not to 
rid ourselves of a burden by tran&port^ 
ing to a foreign clime a. class of persons 
whom it ia inconvenient to tolerate among 
us ; but in a spirit of enlarged and en- 
lightened charity, to place those persons 
in the condition most favorable to their 
own growth in virtue, prosperity, and 
happiness, and at the same time to make 
them the instruments of diffusing the light 
of Christianity and civilization over a. 
world, no portion of which has yet been 
redeemed from the doaiinipn of darkness 
gnd of sin. 

Whatever opinions may have been 
forgied upon a partial and imperfect ob- 
servation, with respect to the latent capaci- 
ties of the African race, it must be al- 
lowed that they have never till now been 
submitted to the test of fair experiment. 
— The African has not hitherto been 
brooght within the reach of Christianity 
and civilization, under circumstances se- 
curing to those influences their most 
favorable action, and the extent to which 
they may become informing and elevating 
forces, is a question which, as yet, admit§ 
of but a conjectural answer, 

After.-.the violent extinction of the old 
Egyptian civilization by Persian, Grecian, 
and Roman triumphs, Greek and oriental 
culture and Christianity had scarcely be-? 
come Tiaturalized in the valley of the Nile, , 
before they in nheir turn were overwhelm- 
ed by the Moslem inundation, whose ad- 
vancing waves laid waste also the re- 
maining instUutions which pagan and 
Christian Home had reared upon the 
Mwiritanian coast, and finally spent 
themselves upon the Spanish peninsula, 
thus interposing for a time an impassable 
barrier between Europe and Ethiofiia, and 
sparing in their fury no traces of Chris- 
tian life in Africa but a remnant of the 
Coptic church, ?]ind the pale fires thatglim- 
mered on the altars of Abyssinia. 

All subsequent contact .between the 
primitive African tribes and the Christi- 
anity and civilization of Europe must be 
admitted to have been of a character in 
many respects unfavorable to the former. 
But it is nevertheless indisputable, that in 
spite of these circumstances, the Ameri- 
can career of the African race has, as a 
whole, been one of progress. The Ameri- 
can negro has advanced in the scale of 
humanity, and does rank higher in both 
intelligence and the social virtues than his 
Ethiopian brother, who has never been 
torn from his parent soil. Conflicting 
parties have drawn very different and dis- 
cordant inferences from this acknowledged 
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fact; but. the aflmilted progress of the race, 
in snite of the degi ;\(lui!on and disad- 
vantaE^ea of tiieir jio.siuon, does at the 
least warrant and encourage tlie hope of 
a more rapid and extended advance of the 
colored tribes, in all the el«iments of social 
proiTeos, whenever the obstacles wliich 
now oppose themseJves to their improve- 
ment shall be withdrawn.. 

place the African in circumstances 
where those obstacK»s shall no longer be 
operative, without at the same time remov- 
ing him beyond the reach of active Chris- 
tian betievolcuce, and thereby the better 
to enable him to become a participant in 
the gond things of this life and of that 
•which is to come, as well as a dispenser 
of these same blessings to others : this is 
the great immediate object of your .society; 
and it may, therefore, rightfully claim a 
place in the front rank of those grand., 
ciiarities, which at tliis moment are exert- 
ing so mighty an influence upon the teni- 
po"ral as well as the spiritual condition of 
man. 

Viewed in these aspects, the coloniza- 
tion of western Africa by a people of 
Ameri«"ar. birth, but of 



nricrin. 



is ttn event of great significance in the 
history of philanlhropy'j and it is more- 
over invested with much philosophical in- 
terest, as an experiment whose results 
■tt'ill be pregnant with great and weighty 
political instruction. It will .serve to de- 
tennine tlie possibility of the elevation of 
the people who are its immediate object,and | 
of their Ethiopian brethren, to or towards 
the moral and intellectual level of Cauca- 
sian humanity, and at the same time to 
throw lisht ori n multitude of questions 
connected with the colonial relation, and 
the natural development of political so- 
ciety. All colonies known to history 
havti first existed in the form of depen- 
dencies of the mother country ; and they 
have usually remained in that condition, 
until metropolitan oppression era diver- 
eity of interests have made a severance 
of the ties that bound them necessary or 
desirable, and until a national self-con- 
sciousess has grown up, and a conviction 
both of the piiwer to shake off a foreign 
yoke, and of a readiness to'submit to the 
salutary restraints of a self-imposed gov- 
ernment, has? been de\-eloped. Then it is, 
that the colony, now become an empire, 
passes at once from a state of pupilage t" 
Its complete majority, and claims its place 
as an equal member of the family of na- 
tions. Its full growth and stature have, 
however, already been m a good degree 
Ettained, under institutions imposed upon, 
not created by it; instifiitions shaped by 
external causes, not born of spontaneous 



j! and interna! impulses; and its whole fi- 
j! ture character and cnreer liave hfeu, n 
i' some degree, pre-determinsd by txfran. 
, eous and p,rinirary inlluences. Tiiiis.tiie 
': form, or at least the social relations, of 113 
'i religious estaljlisliments, the org,uifza'i'.n 
]\ of its municipalities, the spirit mid auilio. 
Ij rity of its judicial and legislative ileji.t!> 
ji ments, and the inter-dependence of ruler 
{| and people, have been dictated by a no/.tr 
jj always foreign in its seat, and for liie 
ji most part discordant io material intttesis, 
' and diverse in political tendencies. 

From whatever motive founded, colnnieg 
have uniformly been regarded as a nvw 
possession of the mother country, \>r')- 
perly tributary to its greatness, ami uc- 
cordinsrly, to be administered will; a 
I single eye to itj; advantage. Their r^m- 
\ tnerce and industry have been sliu-k^e;! 
ii with rt thousand restrictions. They hiue 
been forbidden to avail themselve.s uf the 
natural advantages of their soilj iheir 
climate, their sea-coast, or their geograi. ii- 
I ca! position. They have been pennitifil 
I to grow or manufacture, to export <ir .:a- 
i port such articles, and on such cnnjiii ^is 
1 only, as would best promote the tnule, 
the'industry, or the icvenue of the hmne 
government. Intercourse with foreign na- 
tions has been altogether prohibited to 
them, or allowed to be carried 011 wuy 
through the mother country. They have 
been taxed to support the spiendi.r <>f 
a distant court, and although (^fteii 
bidden to maintain fleets or armies for 
their q\vn defehce, yet compelled to c- m- 
tribute to the costs of contests tiy ^vhuh 
they had nothing to gain and every thin? 
to lo^e, and involved in all the evils of 
, wars of policy, or ambition, in which tw 
; proper interest of their own was originally 
i at stake. 

! Hence their growth has been crifipleJ, 
; the progress of their industry, the ex- 
! tension of their trade, the developmeiit 
\ of their resourcesf, the free organization" ot 
i their institutions, have been impeded; and 
i if they have sometimes heen spoiled by 
' indulgence, taught a self-en feeblm^ re- 
liance on the bounty of the wealthy and 



, powerful commonwealths of which ihey 
offshoots, and thus been kept in » con- 
i dition of childhood and imbecility, tiiey 
; have far more frequently experienced m 
', their relations with the metropolis, naiiiins 
'■ but the rigors of a jealous, a sehish, vm 
' a short-sighted policy. 
,1 From all apprehension of these or sm\- 
\ lar evils, the colony of- Liberia is hr»pi' ^y 
! free. Owing her existence to the noi'lcst 
i and most elevated motives, she has been 
'■ generously nourished in her infancy, a"'- 
j by a voluntary renunciation of Ail 
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lerial interest in, and all controlling autho- 
ntv over her, her Ibundera, though still 
strtncliinj; out to her a helping' hand, have 
emancipated her from colonial depend- 
ai'.re, wliile yet in her cradle. 

h i? natural that from a tendency to 
imitation, and from a spirit of deference 
to the advise of her patrons', who have 
found what they conceive perfect models 
in the institutions of their own country, 
ijer constitution and her laws shotild 
closely resemble those of her American 
fiit'.erland, but the resemblance is matter 
of choice not of constraint, and so far 
as experience shall show, that our forms 
are unsuited to the future character or 
condition of the newborn iiation, it will 
hi free to change them, and fashion them 
in such siiape as its own iiiterhal neces- 
sities and external rehitions shall require. 

Reniisvcd as are the people of Liberia" 
from the vortex of European and Ameri- 
can politics, and connected by political 
ties and political interests with none of 
the powers of the Christian world, they 
will be exetnpt from the interndtional 
coiiHilications which forever threaten the 
peace of the European cotitinent, and 
they are already too strong to have any 
tliiiii; to fear from the jealous hostility of 
the native*tribes. They enjoy the uni- 
vet!<;U sympathy of enlightened Christen- 
dom. Their future expansion \^ ill trench 
Uj'on none of the territory permanently 
appropriated by European colonization. 
1 heir independence has been virtually or 
f^jmi^ily acknowledged by all civilized 
piwers; and there is, therefore, nothing in 
their relations to other commonwealths to 
foriiid the hope of an almost unending 
areer of peace and pj^'osperity. 

But Ijy what means is their national 
greatne.ss to be achieved? Firstj within 
their own proper limits, by continued ac- 
cessions of population, with increased 
in uena! means, rrom::lhe United States, 
nml liip assiduous cultivation of nil the 
arts i)f peace ; and, then, by territorial ex- 
tension along the coast and into the in- 
terior, as fast and as fot- m, not the 
sword, but the pow^er of Christianity and 
civiiization can spread theip bounds, and 
fill ihem with savages converted into men. 

ft ';as been observed by physical geog- 
ra;'Iier.s, that the shallow seas,* the straiglit 
In't:?, and the curves of great radius, 
whi;:li bound the African Continent, ad- j 
i^i^t (if but few harbors, and, therefore, j 
seoiii to forbid a free intercourse between 
Afric.;i and the rest of the world, and thus 
for -i^ her to turn back upon herself, and j 
sf( k an independent spot)tai)eous develop- 
fiieiK, instead of building her progress 
upon the culture which other nations have 



accomplished before her. Thus the wis- 
dom of the old Egyptians, whose empire 
in its most enlightened period was isola- 
ted from the remainder of the habitable 
globe, by pathless deserts and hnrborlesa 
coasts, was aboriginal and. of indigenous 
growth. 

In this idea lies a hint of the true policy 
of Liberia, a neglect of which hm hith- 
erto proved the great economical error of 
her people. They have mode haste to be 
rich, not by diligent elaboration of the 
great resources of their soil, and by cre- 
ating out of the raw material, which 
bounteous nature has placed at their dis- 
posal, the c-lemenis of wealth, and power 
and greatness : but, by a commerce, the 
capital for whose successful prosecution 
they have hot yet accumulated, and whose 
exclusive pursuit cannot but be highly 
prejudicial to more important branches of 
industry, and ijonsequently to the best in- 
terests of the Liberian Slate. 

The soil of Liberia yields in profusion all 
that ministers to the corjiifreal necessities, 
cofhforts and elegancies of refined life. 
Whatever man requires for his shelter, his 
clothing, nis food, the preservation or resto- 
ration of his health, the higher enjoyments 
as well as the lo wcrappetites of his sensuous 
being, all are found here, and the widest 
range of commercial exchange can add 
nothing to that which Africa now sponta- 
neously yields or can readily be made to 
produce. Were it then true, as, happily 
for our moral and spiritual interests, it is 
not, that man's life (loth indeed consist. in 
the abundance of that w^hich he posaesseth, 
the liilierian wisely availing himself of 
the bounty of indigenous Nature, and, 
consequRntly, without any acquisitions 
from foreign traffic, rivaling in wealth, and 
luxury, and all the constituents of mate- 
rial greatne.^s, the barbaric splendor of the 
half-civili;«ed Esst, might fairly be pro- 
nounced the most favored and fortunate of 
mortals. But let us r§,ther hope that, to 
these good things of outward life, he will 
add the better, blessitrgs that flow from 
knowledge, philosophy, morality, and re- 
ligion, that, in spite of the enervating 
physical infloences, the strongfr appetites, 
and the manifold temptations of tropical 
climates, he wiii suboruinuie the aensuour. 
to llie spiritual man, and revive, in a chri.s- 
tian form, the old glories which, under 
a like fervid sun, shed such lustre on the 
epochs of >ieathen Sesostris and moslem 
tini'oun al Raschid. 

Under these circumstances the econo^hi- 
cal precept most earnestly to be inculcated 
upon the rising cnnimoinvealth U, Foster 
not commerce at the cost of productive 
industry, and .seek not from abroad those 
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treasures' which nature offers you in more 
plentiful abundance at home. 

I would by no means contend that Libe- 
ria ou'ht to imitate t^ie jealous policy of 
Cliina in excluding strangers trom her 
territory, or depriving her people of the 
advantage of being their own carriers in 
foreign traffic; but the first aim of her 
government and her courisjeilors should be 
so to develop her domestic resources and 
to cyltivate her capabilities as to enable 
her to control her commerce instead of de- ^ 
pending upon it ; to make it an adjunct — 
not a fundamental condition — of her inter- 
nal prosperity. 

When we consider the fertility of the 
soil, its adaptation to the growth of the 
vegetable products most coveted in civil- 
ized countries, either as furnishing raw 
material for manufacturing industry, or as 
ministering directly to the luxury and ele- 
gance of refined life, the probable mineral 
treasures of its interior districts, and 
especially the proximity of its coasts to 
the great marts of the old world, we can- 
not doubt tluit Liberia, rich in the wealth of 
both Indies, and nearer by hundreds of 
leagues ihi^in either of them to the shores 
of Europe, must, in the end, contribute 
greatly to swell the current of maritime 
commerce. 

But the material for this commerce 
must first be won by assiduous toil from 
the bosom of the, earth, and augmented by 
contributions from the prodtictive regions 
of Central Africa, when the Liberian Re- 
public shall have opened new paths to in- 
ternal commerce, and grown powerful 
enough to protect them against the jeal- 
ousy or die rapacity of the native tribes ; 
her harbors must be rendered more acces- 
sible and secure ; judicious sanitary meas- 
ures must have diminished the dangers of 
her climate to foreign residents ; she must 
have foi'tified her ports and acquu'ed the 
physical strength to deny participation in 
her trade to those nations which refuse 
to acknowledge the principles of a just re- 
ciprocity in commercial -intercourse. — 
Doubtless, commerce, with Eu^'ope and 
America, may itself be made auxiliary to 
the attainmeiit of these ends, but they 
should be chiefly sought by niCiins inde- 
pendent of maritime trade, and to Liberia, 
an to other nations, foreign commerce can 
be truly profitable only while it is not re- 
garded as indispensable. 

It has not i)efore happened in the his- 
tory of man, that a virgin tropical soil has 
been offered to him for free industrial elabo- 
ration under the influences of Christianity 
ami civilizatio'.i. The equatorial regions 
conquered by Spain and Portugal in the 
sixteenth century were already densely 



peopled, agriculture and manufactures had 
been carried to considerable perfection, and 
society was organized upon a basis no: 
much inferior to that of contemporaneouj 
Europe, 

The conquerors sought to found slavish 
tyrannies, s?,pt free and independent com- 
monwealths, to drain the realms they had 
subdued, not to develop their resources 
and elevate them to the rank of civiliz«d 
christian empires. Their native pupuia- 
tion, the serfs not the subjects of their 
rulers, toiled for stranger and foreign lords, 
and even the permanent European settleri 
were kept in the worst condition of colo- 
nial dependance, and the most huroiliating 
vassalage to the mother country. 

But, in Liberia, the face of the earth 
was void, and tIio>igh it abounded with 
every plant ajid herb of the field, yet wc 
may almost literally say, there was not a 
man io till the ground. 

This new garden, which the Creator 
has planted, hm been given as a heritage 
to the sons of Ham, w/)'» -vent forth into 
bondage, brutified heathen savages, and 
now return to Ethiopia, which opens her 
arms to receive them, free christian ciril- 
ized men. 

They are commencing th^r national 
career under the most auspicious circum- 
stances of external relation and local con- 
dition, and if thus fevored, they shall fail 
to achieve prosperity and happinesi? for 
themselves, and to do great things fur de- 
based and wretched Africa, men will need 
no further proof that the Ethiopian is in- 
deed an inferior race, and the Caucasian 
may well scorn to acknowledge him as a 
brother. 

Let us now consider the moral position 
which Liberia may be expected to sustain 
towards the vast continent, a few degrees 
of whose coast she now occupies. With 
' the comparatively unimportijint exception 
of Abyssinia, the only means of nn ral 
ani intellectual culture which independent 
Africa has hitherto enjoyed has been !lie 
iVIahommedan rGligion. A distinguished 
living writer observes, *' Something like 
Judaism or Platonism, must always pre- 
cede Christianity, except in those who 
have really received Christianity as a living 
power in their childhood." lslamism,aie-- 
ligion almost identical with Judaism in its 
moral and social aspects, however repug- 
nant to European ideas of ethical and the- 
ological truth has, in Africa, been always 
a forward step, and the Moslem is as 
much advanced above the heathen Ethio- 
pian as the christian European is above 
him.' With Islamism come the rejection 
of idolatry and poly theisna, the kno^v*^- 
edge of the true Goa, the doctrine of ab- 
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aolute unquestioning submission to His 
will, and unrepinins resignation to all the 
dispensations of His providence, so re- 
markably exemplified in Musselman life, 
reverence for a revealed word, the history 
of God's chosen people, even the recogni- 
tioB of the divine mission, of His Son, 
and finally organized commonwealths, 
jaws, letters, and the useftr^l arts. Where- 
ever the religion of Mahommed is preached 
it is promulgated in the sacred language of 
Arabia— the original tongue of ihe Koran 
—which is never read in translation, ex- 
cept by way of commentary. That noble 
speech, one of the most powerful instru- 
ments of human thought, is thus propa- 
gated as widely as the faith, whose reve- 
lations and whose symbols can be prop- 
erly uttered in no other tongue, and all 
its vast stores of knowledge, and elo- 
quence, and poetry, are made accessible 
wherever the doctrines of Islam areadapted. 
In spite, therefore, of the rigid exclusive- 
ness of MohamiTiedanism, and the hostil- 
ity it inculcates against every unbeliever, 
it is, nevertheless, the pioneer of civiliza- 
tion, ftnd in the scheme of Providence the 
precursor of Christianity among the liea- 
then. 

It is remarkable, that this patriarchal 
form of reii2;ion which, elsewhere, has 
well nigh fulfilled its mission, and through- 
out tlie Asiatic continent is retreating be- 
fore the triumphs of that purified Christi- 
anity which American apostles are doing so 
muchtoditTuse, is in Central Africa alonean 
aggressive and growing influence. Hither 
only docs Mecca send forth her missiona- 
ries, and hence alone does she hope to re- 
cruit the pilgrim host which,, in the palmy 
days of Islamism, flocked from every 
quarter to worship at her shrine. Retir- 
ins: from Eastern Europe, and enfeeblied 
in all the Asiatic realms, Mohammedan- 
ism takes refuge in pagan Africa, there to 
rule her appointed hour, and then to give 
place to that divine faith for whJch, in the 
hands of an overruling Providence, evon 
her intolerant spirit, by the complete 
eradication of polytheistic and idolatrous 
superstition, has been made to pave the 
way. 

But it is not over paganism alone that 
African Mohammedanism is winning con- 
quests, and its modern encroachments 
upon Christianity are due to the same 
cause which mainly promoted its old suc- 
cesses against the nominal followers of 
the Cross in Asiatic and European Tur- 
key. Wherever Islamism has triumphed 
OTer other creeds, it has conquered as a 
new revelation, a higher and more spirit- 
ual dispensation, and it has laever raised 
a single trophy over Christianity, except 



where Christianity itself has become so 
corrupted and so dlepraved as to have sunk 
below Mohammedanism, whether regarded 
as a spiritual or as a moral influence ; 
whetiier as a rule of obedience to God, ot 
of social duty to nian^ 

The debased Christianity of Southern 
Abyssinia has not vitality enough to resist 
the assaults of an energetic, living, though 
erroneous faith, and under 4.1) e preaching 
of the missionaries of the Koran, thous- 
ands of those whose infancy lisped the 
name of Christ have now uttered the pro- 
fession, T'here is no God but God, and 
Mohanioied is his prophet. 

If, then, we would resist the spread of 
Islamism at the only point v/here it is ad- 
vancing its land marks, or if we would 
plant with a nobler vine the fields it has 
reclaimed from pagan desolation, we shall 
find in Africa the most abundant room for 
the exercise of the apostolic spirit, and 
the widest theatre for the display of every 
form of christian benevolence. 

But, aside from philanthropic and polil- 
ical considerations, the African rnntinent 
is rich in scientific attraction, and our re- 
lations with a country which is the origi- 
nal home of so numerous a portion of our 
own population, cannot but clothe it with 
a special interest for us. I do not refer to 
those ethnological questions which have 
been and are discussed with such zealous 
and Nometirnes acrimonious heat, but to 
the natural and civil hifstory and t!ie geog- 
raphy of a land which, for Uiousands of 
years, has furnished to the scientific en- 
quirer more wonders and more enigmas 
than the rest of the globe togelhfeV. 

Caput At/i quartre, the search for th« 
sources of the Nile, has for twenty centu- 
ries baen used, as a proverbial expression, 
to stigmatize a vain and hopeless search, 
and the problem indicated bv it, though at 
last apparently near its solution, is yet 
among the desiderata of geography. Ihe 
course and outlet of the Niger till detected 
by the heroism of Park and Lander was 
nearly as mysterious,; the vast Sahara, 
though known to be studded with oases, 
rich in animal and vegetable life, is almost 
a blank upon our maps ; and now the 
verification of the reported discovery of 
almost civilized nations, of inland towns, 
rivalling in extent and population the greja 
cities of Europe, and of a Mediterranean 
wholly Ethiopian, a Central sea, whose 
sui-face many times exceeds the combined 
area of all our North American hikes, is 
held out as a tempting lure to the enter- 
prise of the adventurous traveller. The 
natural history of Africa, scarcely less 
unique and peculiar than thai; of Australia, 
offers, in both the vegeUible and the ani- 
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mal kiiiirdnins, a lioundles.s field of inquiry. 
The c()l!e<'ti(>iis of every visitfuit furnish 
new proof that botnnicai learnir.2; has not 
yet exhausied the flora of the native st>il 
of niyrrli, nnd frankin(.'en.se, and cinna- 
mon, and tlie coJTee plant, wliile tlie zooi- 
cfrist finds the land of the giraffe and the 
hippopotamus, as did the naturalists of 
old Greece and Rome, forever fertile in 
new anin^al wonder."?. 

Tiie journey s of Marco Polo, of Man- 
deville, of Ruhruciuia, and other early 
travellers, liowevor remarkable in them- 
selves, were isolated facts, atteiuled with 
no very important, results, and the re;^uiar 
Ciireer of modern geofjrapliical discovery 
niu.st be considered iis l)eiiinninjr with the 
pariia! exjdoratioii and concpie.sl of North- 
we.stern Africa, by tlie Fortiiiiue.'^e in the 
fourttenth centurV; when the power of 
the Moiuimuicuaus in the Spanish penin- 
sula luul become iio weakened that Portu- 
gal, then in her lieroic age, could venture 
to cross the straits and wage war airainst 
the Moors on African soil. That enlight- 
ened nionurch, John I, personally shared 
in the dangers and glories of these entRr- 
prises, ami during his reign, and for a 
century after, voyages of discovery along 
the Libyan coast f'oliowed each other in 
rapid succession. The Madeira islands 
nnd (Uher insular groups of the Eastern 
Atlantic were .soon discovered, and before 
the close of the fifteenth ceutin-y Diaz had 
crossed that fiery zone which popular 
geography had pronounced impassabie by 
man, and da Gama, by d(uibling tlie f(U*- 
midable " Cap-e of Storms," (which the 
sanguine courage of tlie Portuguese King, 
with better augury, re-christened 'The 
Ca[ie of Good Hope,') and opening a 
new route to India, had c(mfirmed the 
geoL'-raphical accuracy of the disj)uted 
na^raliv(^ of African circumnavigation by 
Cartiiaginian voyagers. 

Tiie successes of the P(>rtuguese in Af- 
rican discoveiy and conque.st had given a 
stimvilalii'.g impulse to the comniercial en- 
terprise of .S|iain^ of England, and of 
France, and hence had resulted numerous 
imporla-i mai-itinie expedition.'',', the most 
memoinble of which, as wp'? as, perhaps, 
the Iirst properly national ei;> rt of any of 
those countries in the fieiu of nautical ex- 
ploi-ition, was that greatest of human ex- 
ploiis, the voyage of Columbus. Out in 
spite (){ the rivah-y which her example 
had incited, Portugal was able l>> monop- 
olize, as her own peculiar di.>main, botli 
Africa and Southern Asia, and she strength- 
ened her title to those infidel realms by 
tl;e p-ijia! biiil, wiiicli divided tlie spuiU of 
the East and the West between His Most 



Faithful Majesty of Portugal and Lis Mogj 
Catholic brother of S[»ain. 

The restless activit}'- of the lV>rluHues9 
soon explored the easteri! shoro^- of the 
svt'dt. peninsiila, and before the jsiiildle of 
the sixteenth century, thtir t u;i.''^'^afic-s had 
visited the capital of Aby.ssiiiia, the sup. 
posed residence of the fabletl Prester .bihii, 
whose court fi'om the time of Mandeville 
had occiipie;! so irnportuni a pioce in tlic 
imagination of Europe, as the cr.n.:^eiitra- 
lion of all the power, and sjik-itdoi ,..ar.d 
wisdr.ni of the East. The traders of tlw 
factories, early founded by the same en- 
erg ;tic people on the Western coast, soon 
penetrated far into theinteiior, t.^iabh.'-litd 
commercial relations with remote tribes, 
aiid, as there is good reason la believe, 
had acquired two hu?idred y-rs ii;,'o a 
better acquaiiitmce with tropicn! Al'rica 
than the scientific wo Id at ilii.s luomenl 
possesses. Rut it did not suit ilu* policy 
of the government or the commercial jeal- 
ousy of the merchants to reveal tlieir 
knowledge to tlie rest of Europe. The 
reports of the Portuguese tX|»!orLn^ were 
therefore suppressed altogether, or allowed 
to circulate only in matiuscrifit, in v.hich 
perishable form some of them sii!i existin 
the national archives nnd other great col- 
lections. 

From the sixteenth to the latter part of 
the eighteenth century, therefore, when 
Rruce's wonderful journey again aroused 
European curiosity and interest in Central 
Africa, little progress was made in the gen- 
eral knowledge of that continent, bnl t'vorxi 
that period to the present day, a.n almosl 
uninterrupted succession of explnrei-s. who 
have perilled and too often sacrificeu ilieir 
lives in fruitless attem;it3 to dischfse the 
mysteries of its geography, has proved 
the romantic and powert\il attracUnii with 
which it is invested. 

Of late years it ia chiefly to German 
zeal and enterprise, that the world is ni- 
del)ted for its increasing knowhdge of 
African geouraphy, and the name of 
Barlh, wlio has just returned from 'Uie of 
tlie nuist painful and hazju-dous jouriiej-a 
pver accomplished by civilized man, must 
be acknowledired as standiiii: iit I lie head 
of the list of African uisct»verer.s, if not 
of modern travellers. 

American [iliilanthi-opy con iioast of 
martyrs to the cause of Afiican cliri.^tian- 
ization and iraprovemeni, biii ;iin;;:5ir tiie 
victims whose li^ves have been sacrificeil 
to science or. Libyan soil, we Ciui cla.iin as 
our own no name but that of (nu" lainoua 
Ledyard, wlio died in Egypt befnre he had 
gathered any of tiiose new lauit-ls whicfl 
could not have failed to crown his brow, 
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had he escaped the fate which has struck 
down so many of his successors in the 
game perilous path to fame. 

The achievements of Fremont and of 
fCane, ri^t to mention other meritorious 
explorers, prove tliat there exiat among 
as men possessed of the requisite hardi- 
hood, zeal, endurance, prudence, and 
knowledge, to compete successfully in the 
geld of geographical discovery wiih any 
of Ihqse who have earned the highest dis- 
tinction as scientific travellers, and it is 
earnestly to be hoped that some AnSerican 
amdidate for fame will ere long accomplish 
somewhat ui that common field of explo- 
ration, which is now the most attractive 
and promising terra inc^nits on the earth *s 
surface, and thereby contribute to dis- 
charge the obligations which, in so many 
ways, we owe to Africa. ' 

But if Americans of the white race 
shall fiul to j)erform this duty, we may 
well hope that it wdl be fulfilled in laPge 
measure by sons of the Americano Afri- 
can empire of Liberia. Amofig her peo- 
pie nKiy be found young'men possessed of 
the BuitiiHle physical constitution and moral 
attributes, ancl who may readily be im- 
bued with the scientific%uiture required for 
the solution of the great problems of Lib- 
yan geography. Their position gives 
tJiem unrivaled facilities for the prepara- i 
tory studies in natural history, in ethno- j 
. logy, in language, jn the k^)owledge of \ 
tiie' observances necessary to diaarm the ' 
suspicions and conciliate the good will o/j 
the riuler {fibes. The community of coior ' 
andofbiood will appeal to the sympathies 
of the native race^, and the superior intel- 
bgence of the i'-aveller will %vin for him a 
confidence and /espect wliicli none of the 
dreaded white family could ever hope to 
command. 

For similar reasons, the Liberian State, 
wisely administered, may aspire to exert, 
first a morfel, and then, more or less di- 
rectly a political influence over the entire 
peninsula. It. will become a focus of 
knowledge, and art, and moral culture, 
aad spiritual religion, irradiate with light 
and truth the whole of that dark c<intinent, 
and bring back to the church ofiAlie New 
Teatariieni the land that gave to the church 
die greatest of her uninspired luminaries, 
Au£;ustin. 

The exodua of the degraded Ethiopian 
fVorn the new world, which hig, toils have 
none so much to buiid up, his eriiancipation 
from the restraints which here obstruct 
him, his restoration to the birth-place' of his 
ancestors, may not improbably be an event 
scarcely less important in hurnan history 
than the return of the Hebrews to the 
Land of Canaan. ^' •■■ 



Let, then, Ethiopia^ indeed, "etraScb 
out hsr hands to God," but look to her 
j own sons as the earthly instruments of her 
I redemption from bonaage^ teniporal, in- 
j tellectual, and spiritual, and let us strive 
I to contribute to she distant, perhaps, but 
! still certam, fulfillment of the prediction, 
[that Africa shall be explored, civilized, 
I christianizedj. by Africana. 

I The R6v. Dir. L. M. Lee, pf Vij^inia, 
jwho v/as expected to speak on the occa- 
j sion, was by the sev^ity of the weather, 
Iftiid obstructions in travelling, prsvented 
; from arriving in the city in time. The 
\ Rev. Dr. Dewilt, of New York, and the 
I Rev. Dr» Burrows, oif Virginia, iavored 
i the meeting with -earnest and eloquent 
i speeches, expressive of deep interest in 
the enterprise and their confident expecta- 
tion of its future and great success. The 
I Society then adjourned 4o Uve navt^^y ^Q^e 
16th) in the lecture room of the churtti. 

Jan%iaryl6. 
The Society met according to adjourn- 
ment. 

John H. B. Lalrobe, Esq., was electcjd 
President. 

The- fQilowing gentlemen were elected 
il Vice Presidents : 

Vice Presidknts. 

1. Gen. John H. Cofcke, of Virginia. 

2. Hon. Charles Penton Mercer, of Va. 

3. Rev. Jeremiah Day, D. D. of Conn. 

4r Hon. 'X'heo. Frelinghuysen, of J. 

5. Hon. Louis McL«aa, oT Maryland. 

6. Moses Alien, Esq., of New York. 

7. Gen^ Walter Jones, of Dis. of Col. 

8. Joseph Gales, Esq., do 

9. Rt. Rev., Wm. %ade, D. D, of Va. 

10. Rev. James 0. Andrew, D. D,, 
Bishopof the B, iChiirch, South. 
IL William Maxwell, Esq., of Virginia. 

12. Hon. Elisha Whittlesey, of Ohio. 

13. Hon. Walter Lowrie, of New York. 

14. Stephen Duncan, M. D.^of Miss. 

15. Hon. William C. Rives, of Va. 

16. Rev; V/illiam Winans, D, D.ofMiss. 

17. James Bookman, Esq.^ of N. Y. 

18. Henry A. Foster, Esq., of do. 

19. Robert Camph<!i(U Esq., of Georgia. 

20. Hon. Peter Di, Vroom", of J- 

21. Hon. James Garland, of Virginia, 
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22. Hon. Willard Hnll, Delaware. 

23. Rt. Rev. Wm. M. Ofey, of Tenn. 

24. Gerard Ralston, Esq., of England. 

25. Rev.C. Van Rensselaer, D. D.of N.J. 

26. Thomas Hodgkin, M. D., of Eng. 

27. Rev. £. Burgess, D. D., of Maes. 

28. Thomas R. Hazard, Esq., of R. I. 

29. Thomas Massie, M. D., of Va. 

30. Gen. Winfieid Scott, U. S. A. 

31. Hon. L. CI. C. Elmer, of N. J. 

32. "James Raily, Esa., of Miss. 

33. Rev. G. W. Bethune, D. D., of N. Y. 

34. Rev. Beverly Waugh, D.D., Bishop 

<jy the Meth; Epis. Church. 

35. Rev. W. B. Johnson, D. D. of S. C. 

36. Moses Shgppard, Esq., of Md. 

37. Rt. Rev. C P. Mcllvaine, D. D. of O. 

38. Rev. T. J. Edgar, D. D., of Tenn. 
3D. Hon. J. R. Underwood, of Ky. 

40. Rev. J. J, Janeway, D. D., of N. J. 

41. Hon. H. L. Lumpkin, of Geo. 

42. James Xerox, Esq;, of N. Y. 

43. Rev. Joshua Souie, D. D., Bishop of 

the M. E. Church, South. 

44. Rev. T. C. UphaR!, D. D., of Me. 

45. Hon. Thomas Corwin, fuOhio. • 

46. Hon. Thos. W. Williams, o^Conn, 

47. Rev. John Early, D. D., of Virginia. 

48. Rev. Lovick Pierce, 0. D., of Ga. 

49. Ruii. R. J. Walker, of Miss. 

.50. Samuel Gurney, Esq., of England. 
.51. Charles McMicken, Esq., of Ohio- 

52. John Bel!, M. D., of Penn. 

53. Hon. Charles M. Conrad, of La. 

54. Rev. Robert Ryland, of Va. 
.55. jEion. Fred. P. Stanton, of Tenn. 

56. Rev. Nathan Bangs, D. D., of N. Y. 

57. John Beveridge, Esq., do. 

58. Hon. James M. Wayne, of Ga. 

59. Hon. Robert F. Stockton, of N. J. 

60. Hon. Henry W. Collier, of Ala. 

61. Hon. Edward Everett, of Mass. 

62. Hon, Washington Hunt, of N. Y. 

63. Hon. Horatio S. Seyifiour. doj 

64. Hon. Joseph A. Wright, of Ind. 

65. Hon, Joseph C. Hornblower, of N. J. 

66. Hon. George F. Fort, of .N. J, 

67. Gen. John S. Dorsey, do 

68. Hon. Ralph J. ingersijll, of Conn. 

69. Benjamin. Siiliman, LL. 0., do. 



70. Hon. Joseph R. Ingersoll, of Penn. 

71. Hon. Edward Coles, of Penn. 

72. Rev. Howard Malcom, D. D., do. 

73. Rev. J. R. Durbiu, D. D., do. 

74. Edward McGehee, Esq., of Miss. 

75. Thomas Henderson, Esq., do, 

76. Daniel TumbuU, Esq., of La. 

77. Hon. Thos. H. Seymour, of Conn. 

78. Hon. Saraue! F. Vinton, of Ohio. 

79. Rev. 0, C. Baker, of N. H., Bishop 

of the M. E. Church. 

80. Hon. William Appleton, of Mass*. 

81. P*fv. E. S. Janes, D. D., of N. Y., 

iBishop of tlie M. E. Church. 

82. Rev. .Matthew Simpson, D. p.,(rf 

Fa.j Bishop of the M. E. Church. 

83. Rev. Levi Scott, D. D., of Delaware, 

Bishop of the M. E. Church. 

84. Rev. R. R. Gurley, of Dist. of Col. 

85. E. R. Alberti, Esq., of Fia. 

86. Judge Ormond, of Alabama. 

87. Ho.:. D.-JJiiel Chandler, of do. 

SS. Rev. Robert Paine, IS^. D,. Bishop of 
the M. E. Church, South. 

89. Hon. J. J. Crittenden, of Kentucky, 

90. Rev. R. J. BreckenridPfi. D.D.ofde. 

91. Solomon Sturges, Esq., of Ohio. 

92. B.CV. T. A. Morris, D, D., of do.. 

Bishop of the M. E. Church. 

93. Henry Stoddard, Esq., of do. 

94. Rev. E. R. Ames, D. D., of Indiana, 

Bishop of the M. E. Church. 

95. Hon. S. A. Douglass, of 111. 

96. Rev. /as. C. Finley, of do, 

97. Hon. Edward Bates, of Mo. 
93. Hon. J. B. Miller, of do. 
99, Hon. W. F. Darby, of do. 

100. Rev. N. L. Rice, D. D., of do. 

101. Hon. H. S. Foote, of Cal. 

102. Hon. J. B. Crockett, .of do. 
m Gov. H. Dutton, of Conn, 

104. Capt. George F. Patten, of Maina. 

After which the Society adjourned to 
the 3d Tuesday in January, 1857, at 7 
o'clock, P. M, 

W. McLAIN, 

Secretary. 
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Meeting of the Board— Delegates from State Societies. 



Extracts irom the Minutes of Board of Directors. 



The Board of Directors of the Ameri» 
can Colonization Society met the 15th of 
January^ 185f , at 12 o'clock, M., in the 
basement of Trinity Church, City of 
Washington. J. H. B. Latrobe, Esq.^, 
President of the Society, in the chair. 

After prayer, by Rev. Dr. Babcock, of 
Philadelphia, on motion, Rev. Dr. B. J. 
Haight, of New York, was appointed 
Secretary to tise Board, and Dr. J. W. 
Lugenbesl, Assistant Secretary. 

G. P. Disosway, Esq., S. H. Hunting- 
ton, Esq., and William Coppinger, Esq., 
were appointed the committee on creden- 
tials. 

On motion of Rev. J. B. Pinney, the 
reading of the minutes of the last annual 
meeting of the Bofiii-d was postponed until 
(c-morrow. 

Rev. W. McLai«, Secretary of the 
Society) read the thirty -ninth Annual Re- 
port of the Society j which, on motion, 
^as rsferreu to a committee of three, for 
Tevisioiij with a view to its publication, i 



J. A. Rockwell,* Hon. L. P. S. Poster ,» 
Hon. Isaac Toucey,* Hon. John Wood- 
ruff,* Hon. Ebenezer Flower,* Hon. S. 
H. Huntington,* H. Huntington, Esq., 
William Williams, Esq., and Rev. John 
Orcutt,* 

JVctc, York State Colonisation Soci«ij^— 
Rev. Thomas DeWitt, D. D./Rev. BSS. 
Haight, D. D.,* Rey. J, N, McLeod, D. 
D., Rev. John B. Pinney ,« Hon. Wash- 
ington Hunt, Hon. Hamiliori Fish,* D. 
M. Reese, M. D.> Anson G. Phslps, Esq., 
Smith Bloomfield, F^q.,* H. M. Schieffe- 
lin. Esq , G P. Disosway, Esq.,* John 

C, Devereux, Esq., Hon. D. S. Gregory, 
William Coppinger^ Esq.* 

JVs!0 Jenny Coloniz(Uion Sodfttj. — Wil- 
liam Rankin, Esqi, J. G. Goble, M. D., 
Daniel Price, Esq., Rev. S. B. Howe, D. 

D. ,* Rev. R. Davidson, D. D.,* J. P. 
Jackson, Esq.* 

Pewuijlvania Colonization Society — Rev. 
Rufus Babcock, D. D.j* President W. H. 
Allen,* Rev. John Miller,* Rev. Howard 



and to designate the portions to be read at ;' Malcom, D. D.* 

the anniversary of the Society this even- Colonization Society of the Dbtrict of 
"^g- ' Columbia — Rev, George' W. Samson,* 

Rev. Mr. Pinney, and Rev. Drs. Mac- I George J. Abbott, Esq.,^* J. W. L«gen- 
!ean and Babcock were appointed said i| beelj M. D.* 
committee. f\ nrginia Colmizaiis^ Si^U^^ 

On r.-iotion, the Board adjourned to 9 ||x,. thirrows, D. D.,* Rev. P. Slaughter,* 
o'clock, A. M., to-morrow. |i Rev. Leroy M. Lee, D. D.,* Rev. W. H. 

jj Starr.* Or, Daniel Green,* Philip Wii- 

Wednesdav, Jcnwary 16. 1 Esq.,* Charles T. F. Green, Esq.,* 

The Board met according to adjourn- George Williamson, Esq.* 
ment, Kentitcky Colonization Society— Rev. A. 



After prayer by Rev. Dr. Davidson, 
the minutes of tHie session yesterday, 
were rpad and approved. 

The committee on credentials reported 
the following delegates from State Socie- 
ties ; 

J^ainn ColonizaUon Socteft/— Professor 
T. C. Upham. 
ConnecliciU Colofiization Society — Hon, 



M. Cowan,* Hon. H. Marshall, Hon. 
W. L. Underwood, Hon. A. K. Marshall, 
Richard Pindall, Esq. 

Life Directors present — Rev. J. B. Pin- 
ney, Rev. W. McLain, Rev. John Mac- 
lean, D. D,, Rev^. R. S. Finley, R^sv. R. 
R. Gurley, John P. Crozer Esq. 

Executive Committee present — Harvey 

* Those marked thus (*) werr present-. 
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Standing ComuiiUees— Resolutions. 



Lindsley, M. D., Hon; E. 'Whittlesey, 
W. Gunton, Esq. 

The Annual Statement of the Executive 
Committee to the Board of Directors was 
read. 

The President announced the Standing 
Committees of the Board, as follows : 

Coinmiitee on Foreign Relations — Me.ssr8. 
Maclean, of N. J., Miller, Rockwell, 
Howe and Fish. 

Committee on Finance — Messrs. Orcutt, 
S. H. Huntington, Howe, Abbott and 
Starr. 

Covmillec on^uxiliary SocieCtes — Messrs. 
Allen, Finley, DeWitt, Slaughter and Da- 
vidson. 

Committee on ^^gencies — Messrs. Diso- 
sway, Copping^r, Bloomfield, Guriey and 
ilnley. 

Committie on ,Sccounts — Messrs.^ Pinney, 
Molcom, Lee, Crozer and Burrows. 

Committee on Emigration — Messrs. Tra- 
cy, Guriey, Davidson, Samson and Bab- 
cock. 

On motion, it was 

Resolved ; That so much of the Annual 
Report and the statement of the Execu- 
tive Committee as relates to foreign rela- 
tions, to finance, to auxiliary societies, to 
agencies, to nccounts, and to emigration, 
be referred to the standing committees on 
those subjects respectively. 

On motion, it was 

Resolved ; That so much of the state- 
ment of the Executive Committee as refers" 
to legacies be -referred to the Committee 
on Finance. 

The President stated the order of the 
day, being the report of the committee on 
tie basis of representation of State socie- 
tif 'J presented at the last annual meeting 
Ov" *he Board ; wliich, after discussion, on 
motion of Rev. Mr. Slaughter, was made 
tko order of the day for to-morrow. 

The committee to whom was confided 
lie subject of an exploration of the coun- 
iij lying east of Liberia, in Africa, at the 
l&fit annual meeting of the Board, present 

*he following report, which was iread : 



The committee to whom was referred 
the subject of an exploration of Africa 
respectfully report, ' 

That the proposed exploration beinc 
dependent upon an apnropriafion to be 
g>ade by the Congress of the United 
States, and the difficultjes in the way of 
the requisite legislation hayin», as is known 
to the Board, been too great to be over- 
come by any means within the control of 
the committee, the subject is unavoidably 
referred back to the Board. The commit, 
tee, however, respectfully express their 
own opinion, that the importance of the 
subject entitles it'to the cohtinued attention 
of the Board. 

Wm. Paiikbr Fodlke, 
W. McLaik, 

ElISHA WurfTLESEY. 

On motion, the committee on exploration 
was continued until the next annual meet- 
ing of the Board. 

On motion, the Board took a recess for 
the meeting of the Society. 

ASter the meettng of the Society, the 
Board was called to order. , 

The followmg propositi.iQ to amend the 
7th article of the Constitution, made by 
the New York State Colonization Society, 
and published in the official paper of this 
Society, for October, 1855, to wit: insert 
after the words Executive Committee, 
where it first occurs in the said 7th article, 
j the words, ''and at the request of any 
three of the Auxiliary State Societies, 
I communicated to the Correspdnding Sao 
retary,*' was then considered and adopted, 
having received the^unanimous sanction of 
the Board. 

' On motion, the Board adjourned to 7| 
o'clock this evening. 

Evening Session, January 16. 
The Board met according to adjourn- 
ment. 

On motion of Rev. W. McLain, it was 

Resolved; That the thanks of this Board 
be presented to the Hon. George P. 
Marsh for the address which he delivered 
at the annual meeting last evening ; and 
that a copy be requested for publiciition. 

The Committee on Accounts reported 

that they had examined tli« Treasurer's 
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account, and found the same correct. • ■> 

the exhibit, page 25.) 

On motion of the Rev. Mr. Mill«r» it vas 

lUsolvedf That the subject of the care 
of emigrants, brought to our notice by 
the siaterawitof the Executive Committee, 
be referred to the Committee on Emigra- 
tion, to consider any iroproTements that 
may be made in our present%ystem. 

On motion, the Board adjourned to 9| 
o'clock, to-morrow morning, 

TiiTTRSDAY, January 17. 

The Board met according to ' adjourn- 
ment. After prayer by Rev. Dr. DeWitt, 
the minutea of the sessions yesterday were 
read, amended, and adopted. 

A printed communication from Rev, 
Alex. M. Cowan, agent of Kentucky 
State Colonization Society, addressed to 
the, President of the American Coloniza- 
tion Society, was presented ; and, on mo- 
tion, was referred to ?he Coramitti^e on 
Emigration. _c , 

The Board then proceeded to the order 
for the day, being the majority and min- 
ority reports of the committee on the 
basis of representation of State societies, 
presented at the^last annual meeting of 
the Board. 

The resolutions presented by t(ie ma- 
jority of the committee being under con- 
sideration, the Rev. Dr. Maclean offered 
a substitute, which, after various amend- 
ments, was adopted, as follows : 

1. Any citizen of the TTntted States, 
paying personally cr by his agent, the 
sum of one thousand dollars to the funds 
of this Society, must be received as a 
director for life, whether contributed by 
himself or by others in his behalf. 

2. All other funds, excepting salaries 
and agency expenses, received into the 
treasury of this Society from inhabitanfca 
of any State or territory where there ia 
any auxiliary society, or from inhabitants 
of the District of Columbia, if there shall 
be an auxiliary in said District, whether 
by donation, annual subscription,-be<juest, 
or in payment for the African Re^sitory: 
shall be considered as received from the 
i^uxiiiary society of such State, Territory, 
or District, and shall be reckoned as a 
oasis of representation. 



3. All moneys paid firom the treasury 
of any Slate, Territorial, or District so- 
ciety aforesaid V wkh the |Sreviou8 assent 
of this Society, expressed throtigh its 
proper officers, shall be consideted as paid 
mto the treasury of iliis Society, and shall 
be reckoned as a basis of representation. 

The Board then proceeded to the consi- 
deration of the majority and minority re- 
ports of the committee on secretaryships, 
presented at the last annual meeting of th« 
Board, when the following iresolutionB 
were adopiSed: 

Resolved, That there shall be a Corres- 
ponding Secretary, whose duty it shall be 
to conduct the general correspondence of 
this Society, and to superintend its publi- 
caUons. ' , 

Resolved, That thare shall be a Financial 
Secretary, whose duty it shall be to re- 
ccive, keep^ and disburse the funds cof the 
Society; to manage the procuring and out- 
fit of vessels, the shipment of emigrants, 
and generally the 6nancial and commer- 
cial transactions of the Society, and to 
conduct the correspondence immediately 
connected with these subjects. 

Resolved, Thatthereshal! be a Traveling 
Secretary, whose duty it shall be to visit, 
as often as practicable^^id-astheintsrssts 
of the Society shaH require, the States 
and Tigrritories of the ITnited States, to 
promote by his personal agency the es- 
tablishment and activity of Stale and Ter- 
ritorial societies, auxiliary to the Ameri- 
can Colonization Society, and to super- 
intend the collection of ©migrants, and 
their transportation to 0ieir respective 
places of embarkation. 

Resolved, Th^t there shall be a Record- 
ing Secretary, whose^^duty it shall be to 
keep the records of the proceedings of the 
Board of Directors, and to keep the ac^ 
countf. and books of business of the So- 
ciety. 

On motion of Rev. Mr. Miller, it was. 

Resolved, That a committ^ be now ap- 
pointed to nominate thp. Secretaries and 
the Executive Committee. 

Messrs. Miller, Maclean, of N. Jersey, 
Pinney, Slaughter, and Lee, were ap- 
pointed said covYimittee. 

A letter from Rev. Mr. Tracy, con- 
taining an outline of the report on the 
subject of emi^ation, w^as then read, 
which was referred to the Standing Com- 
mittee on Emigration. 
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On motion, the Board adjourned to 7 
o'clock this evening. 

- EvENiKa Session, Janway 17. 
The Board met according to adjourn- 
ment. 

The committee appointed to nominate 
the secretaries and thS Executive Commit- 
tee presented their report; whereiipon the 
following named gentlea^en were duly 
elected: 

Correspondv^g Secrstary, Rev. R. R. 
Gurley. ' 

Financial Secretary, Rev. W. McLain. 

Travelir^ Secreiai^y, Rev. Jolm Orcutt. 

Recor ding Secretary, J. W. Lugenbeel, 
M. D. 

ExectUivs Committee, HaxvQy Lindsly, 
M. D., Hon. E. Whittlesey, Joseph li. 
Bradley, Esq., A. O. Dayton, Esq., Wil- 
liam Gunion, Esq., W» W* Ssalon, Esq., 
Rev. George W. Samson. , 

The Conimittee on Foreign Relations 
pr^ented the following repor/, ; which on 
tnotion, was adopted. 

The Committee on Foreign Relations 
Vespectfully report, 

That they have no knowledge of any 
mattesi connected with the Foreign Rela- 
tions af the Society which calls for the 
special attention of the Board. 

They learn with gratitude that, in the 
kind providence of God, the affairs of the 
Republic of Liberia are in a prosperous 
condition, and that tlie new administration 
of that country commands the respect and 
confidence of the citizens of Liberia and 
her friends in this country * 

On motion, it was 



Resolvedt That when this meeting shall 
adjourn, it adjourn to meet the first Tues- 
day in March next. 

On motion of Rev. Mr. Gurley, it was 

Resolved, That in the opinion of this 
Board the most cogent reaasons exist 
why the several State societies, and all 
the friends of the cause, should unite their 
best affoTta greatly to increase the income 
of this Society. 

On ihotion,' it r^as 

Reaolvedt That the Board of Directors 
of the American Colonization Society, 
hereby express their sense of obligation 
to the Rev. Rector, wardens, and vestry of 
Triifiity Church, for the kindness shown 
to this body, by opening their spacious 
edifice to tlie Society for its anniversary, 
and the basement of their building for 
the meetings of this Board. 

On motion of Mr. Disosway, it was 

Resolved, That the thanks of this Board 
be presented to^the President of this So. 
ciety for the impartial and able manner in 
which he has discharged the duties of the 
cliair on the present occasion. 

On motion of Rev. Dr. Isee, it was 

Resolved, That the thanks of this Board 
be presented to the Secretaries of the 
Board, the Executive Committee, and 
other officers, for their important services 
to the cause. 

The minutes Vere then read and ap- 
proved. 

On motion, the Board adjournec), to the 
first Tuesday in March, 1856, at 12 
o'clock, M. v: 

The meeting was closed with prayer 

by Rev. Dr. Lee. 

JOHN H. B. LATROBE, 
President A. C. S. 
B. J. Hatght, Secretary, 
J.W. LvQt^sBEzt,.9ssi. Secretary. 



Adjourned Meeting of the Board of Directors. 

[Extracts from the Minutes.] 



The Board of Directors of the American 
Colonization Society met, according to 
adjournment, the ith March, 1856, at 12 
o'clock, M, in the GoIoniKation Rooms, 
City of Washington. J. H. B. Latrobe, 
Esq., President of the Society, in the 
chair. ' 

After prayer by Rev. Mr. Miller, of 



Philadelphia, on motion, Rev. John Miller, 
in the absence of Rev. Dr. Haight, was 
appointed Secretary to the Board. 

On motion, Rev.„S. R. Craven, Hon. 
James Bishop, and A. W. Kellogg, Esq-, 
were received as delegates : from the New 
Jersey Colonization Society, in the absence 
of regular delegatsa j ahd Hon. Edward 
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Ererett as a delegate from the Massachu- : 
setts Colonization Society. 

The following delegates from Stale So- 
cieties were present : 

Msssach'usdL'} CoL Seckly—Rev. Joseph 

i 

Tracy. j 

Conntciicut Col. Socwftz—Hon. S. H. 
Huntington. 

Keto York State Col. Society — ^Rev. J. B. 
Pinney, Kon. "D. S. Gregory, Hon. Abra- 
ham Wafceman. 

Aew Jemy Col. Society— 'P*ev. R. David- 
son, D. D., Rev- E. R. Craven» A. W. 
Kellogg, Esq. 

Ptnivsylvania Col. SoHety — Rev. Rufus 
Eabcock,^ D, D., Rev. Jdhn Miller. 

Col. Society of the Bist, 0/ Coi.—Rev. G. 
W. Samson, J. , W. Lugenbeel, M. D. 

VirptHa Colonization Society — Rev. W. 
H. Starr, Rev. P. Slaughter, Rev. D. S. 
Doggett, D. D. 

Life Directors present-'Rev. J. B Pinney, 
Rav. W. McLain^ James Hall, M. D., 
Rev. R. S. Pinley, Rev. R. R. Gurley. 

Executive ComiHittee present— W. Gun- 
ton, Esq.» Rev. G. W. Samson, H. 
Lindsly, M. D. 

Tlis minutes of the annual meeting of 
the Board in January iaat were read. 

On motion of Rev. Mj^. Tracy, it was 

Resclvedf That the attendance of the 
members of the Executive Committee on 
the meetings of this Board, and the free 
and full expression of their opinions, and 
communication of information in their 
possession, is highly important, and eat" 
nestly desired by this Board » and is hereby 
respectfully and earnestly requested. 

The following resolution, presented by 
Rev. Mr. Miller, was referred to the com- 
mittee on agencies : 

Jtesolvedi That the labors of neither of 
the Secretaries, appointed at the meeting 
in January, be so conHued to iJieir particu- 
lar departments, as that they may not, 
where the opportunity offers, engage in 
say important agency for the soeiexy, 
under the direction of the Executive Com- 
mittee. 

Rsv. Dr. Babcock read r letter frbm 
Hon. Edward Coles, of Philadelphia, 



; having reference to Secretaries and Agents 
of the Society ; which, on motion, was 
referred to the committee on agencies. 

On motion, the Board adjourned to 7 
o'clock this evening. 

EvsMiKO Sessiou, 

Maetch 4. 

The Board met according to adjooirn- 
• ment. . • 

1 The special committee appointed at the 
j annual meeting of the Board in January 
I 1855, to procure a portrait, for this Soci- 
i ety, of the late Elliott Cresson, Esq., pre- 
i sented the following repdrt : 

! The Committee appointed at the last 
(1855) annual iaeeting of the Board of 
Directers, to procure a portrait of the late 
Elliott Cresson, Esq., to be deposited in 
the rooms of the American Colonization 
) Society, respectfully report : 

That they have attended to thut duty, 
and that they now have the gratification of 
presenting to the Society an excellent like- 
ness, suitablv framed, of that earnest advo- 
cate and efficient promoter of African 
Colonization. 0 

Through the kindness and liberaUty of * 
the distinguished artist, Thomas Sully, 
Esq., and of Messrs. Edward Coles, Wm. 
L. Helfenstein, William Parker Foulke, 
John W. Glaghora, Joseph Harri^n, 
Paul T. Jones,St«)h«i Colwell, Archibald 
Robertson, E|i K. Price and Thomaa 
Wattson, Esq's., of Philadelphia— active 
supporters of our nobl6 cause, and warm 
personal friends of the lamented fleceased, 
the Society will receive this handsome 
portmit, free of all expense. 

Paci. T. Jo»E9. 
Wm. Coppingsr. 
March, 1856. Committee. 

Whereupon, on motion of Rev. R. S. 
Pinley, it was 

iRiii^vtdi Thai the report be accepted, 
and that the thanks of this Board be onered 
to the gentlemen to whose liberality they 
owe the portrait of this distinguished friend 
of colonisation* 

, Rev. Mr. Tracy, chairma^i of the stand- 
ing committee on emigration, presented a 
rtjport, during the consideration of whsciif 
on motionj the Board adjourned to 9 
o'clock, A. M., to-morrow. 
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Wednesbat, March 5. 
The Board mtv according to adjourn- 
ment, 

After prayer by Rav. Mr. Slanghter, the 
minutes of the sessions yesterday were read 
and approved, - 

Rev. Mr. McLain presented a letter from 
Rev. Dr. Maclean of New Jersey, a Life? 
Director of the Society, regreHing his 
inability to attend the present meeung of 
this Board. 

A similar letter from Rev. Dr. Haighj, 
of New York, was preserved by Rev, Mn 
Pinney ; and also one was presented by 
Mr. Gregory, from* Dr. Goble, of New 
Jersey, and one by Rev. Mr. Slaughter, 
from^Rev. Dr. Sparrow, of Virginlai:- 

The Board proceeded to the considera- 
tion of the report of the committee on emi^ 
gration., it was accompanied by a paper 
■which was laid before the Beard, The 
report, as amended and passed, is as 
tbllows : 

The Committee on Emigration respect- 
falljf 8t?bmit Uie paper just read by their 
chairman, and recommend it to the at- 
tention of the Board and the Executive 
Committee. They aj^so submit the follow- 
ing resolution : 

Resolved, That the Executive Com- 
mittee, with whom it must rest to settle 
tiie details, and from time to time to select 
the particular objects, ever keeping in view 
the great object of emigration and improve- 
ments in Liberia, as wortbv of earnest and 
libera! support, are speciauy recojrnmended 
to pay careful attention to the health and 
comfort of emigrants on the way out and 
after reaching Liberia, and that a!! jpracti- 
cable plans for comfortable residences for 
the araigrants during^the six months after 
their arrival, and the opening of roads and 
improvements, and settlement of the inte- 
rior, deserve their immediate consideration. 

The following resoluiioris, presented by 
Rev. Mr. Slaughter, after free and full dis- 
cussion of the subjects embraced in theni, 
were adopted : 

Rcswlwu, Thai the Executive Committee 
be instructed at the earliest practicable pe-i 
riod, to build eomfortabJe redepiacies at, 
at I'Sast, two points in Liberia ; and that, 



for this object, a special appeal be raaih 
for $10,000. 

Resolved. Tht».i the Executive Comraittes 
also be instructed to take such measures 
as in their judgment shall be most expedi- 
ent to tp%t the climate in the interior, by 
plant'ijg a settlement at some suitable point 
bey end the supposed influence of malaria. 

The President read a letter from Hon. 
Mr. Whittlesey, chairman of the Execu- 
tive Coramitjtee, stating the reasons that 
prevented him from being I)resent at the 
meeting* of the Board, 

On motion, the Board adjourned to 7 
o'clock this evening. 

- -Evening Session, 
March 5. 

The Committee on the disposal of the 
income of the legacy of Augustus Grahanv, 
made a report, which was adopted. 

On motion of Rev. Mr. Pinney, it was 

Resolvedt That the* Board regret that the 
monument to the memory of Gov. Buch- 
anan, w^^iich was contemplaied by resolution 
passed by the Board in January, }8ai,h{is 
not yet been erected over his grave, and 
re-affirm the resolution and renew the ap- 
propriation then made, and express an 
earnest hope that the Pennsylvania Colo- 
nization Society wifi proceed to accomplish 
it during the current year. 

On motion of Rev. Mr. Tracy, it was 

Resolved^ That it be recommended to 
the Executive Committee to' form an esti- 
mate, as accurate as may be, of the ex- 
pense necessary, the preset year, on ac- 
count of the interior settlement, and make 
a special appeal therefor, privately, to 
individuals or societies, as they may de&ta 
expedient. - ' 

The minutes were then read and appro- 
ved. 

On inotion ths Board adjourned to the 
third Tuesday in Jaouary, 1857, at 12 
o'clock, M, 

The meeting ^ad closed with prayer by 
Rev, Dr. Davidson. 

- John H. B. Latrobb, 
Pmident A. C. 

J, W. LtTGENBEEL, »isst. Secretary. 



3Bt, Reoelpts and X]2:penditTires of the American Qolonization Society. r ««. 

JFVom la* January^ 1855, to lat January, 185(5. 



To balances due the Society as per last report 
Receipts from the foJIowing sources, to wif, 
^tfric^n Repository, - - 
Intonations - - - - ; » - , - 
Cfoniingent expenses, - - - - 
litegticies - - - - 

' ]^*ro?lt and loss account, - - , - 


030^669.15 

2,497.31 
26,145.87 
130.32 
2,554.86 
17,147.68 
993.71 


By'balances due by the Society, as per last report, - 
Payments fpr the following objiscts, to wit: 

For paper and' printing the African Repsssitory, 
ana expense o^,c<)llecting suibscripiions - 

Paper And printing the Annual Report, &c. 

Charter of vessels, outfit and support of emigrants, 

Compensation of agents employed in cofleciing 
funds, - - - - - - 

Improvements in Liberia, salaries of agents, and 
physicians, ftpd to aid in fonining a new settle- 
ment at Cape Mount - '.^ - - 

Salaries of the sa-retary, recordiing secretary, and 
cleric of the A. 0. S., ofRce rent, fuel, stationery 
and postage, ■»• - » ■ ^ • - 


$23,448.01 

2,281 .62 
1,117.76 
24,319.44 

6,813.09 


Toial iecRipta, including the above balawces - 
Balances due by the Socioty, - - « - 


80,138.90 
11,687.54 


8,856.60 

5,076.03 
846.54 


'■ - ■;' ■ ' ' ; ■ . ' '■ 




Total expenditures, i^dudmg the above balances, 

isaianceii aue tne ^society, « • • 


, 72,759.09 




#91,626.44 


' I 


^91,826v44 


— " ?r 









Cql^Mization Rooms ^ Washington City y Januarf 1st, 1856, 1 

mAU FLl£.Tmmy Book-keeper. 



The <joramittee on Accounts have examined the Treasurer's Account for Ithe past year, and coinpared it witli the proper vouchers, and find 
the s&me correct. 

J^ B. PINNEY,i ) 
LEROY M. LEE, } CQmraittee. 
Jani^aiy 15th, 1856. HOWARD MAIkCOMi ) 
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Miiiaiflceut 

We have seldom had the grati^cation to 
announce an instance of such distinguished 
beneficence as that on the part of a citizen 
of Maryland towards the American Col- 
onization Society, ia bestowing the gift of 
a large fund to be expended in the Con- 
struction of a ship for that institu^on. 
This animating intelligence is commumca- 
ted in the following leiier from J. H. B. La- 
trobe, Esq., President of the Society, to 
its Corresponding Secretary : 

Ealtimor?,, Fib. 15, 1856. 
Rev. Ri R. Gurley, Cor. Secretary t 8fc. 
My Dbar S!?,:-t! have the «:ery gr^t. 

Sleasure of enclosing a letter from Mr. 
ohn Stevens, of Talbot County, Md^, 
proposing to give a ship, costing from 
^5,000 to $36,000, to tlie American Colo- 
nization Society, and indicating the mode 
and times of payment with the accuracy 
which makes the matter a certainty. I 
know of no similar liberality touching our 
cause, n^r^indeed illustrating any other 
cause. Cjrirafa's greai ierapie w ms niouu- 
nient. Institutions for the blind and the 
like perpetuate in the same way the mem- 
ories of their founders or benefactors. 
Noble as is their generosity, it is the ex- 
halation, moot fragrant, too^ of the excite- 
ments of great cities, and the collisions, as 
fire comes from flints, of society— excite- 
ments and collisions that bring benevolence 
into action. But here, in this particular 
case, we have a^ quiet country gentleman, 
living on his farriii, remote from cities, de- 
liberately giving, in the shape of that wliich 
- the winds and the waves may in a moment 
^estroy, so that it can be to him no monu- 
ment in the common phrEtse^^a large portion 
of his worldly means to benefit a philan- 
thropy slow in its workings, and whose 
illustrations are to take place long after he 
is no more. 

I cannot tell you how this impresses 
me. My fir^t feeling is admiration of the 
individual : my next regards the good that 
will be done coUateraffy, in the example 
that will be set ; the illustration that will 
be given to our Northern friends of what 
Southern men can do ; the prestige of such 
a donatioaL titoughout the counhT; ; and, 
among others to which i cannot be indif- 
ferent, the :^ct that the donor is an Eastern 
Shora gentleman of the State of Mayy- 
land—considerations, iaXi of them, iiadepen- 



Donation. 

dent of this, that the gift places us at once 
in possession of what we have so long 
been struggling to obtain, a ship of our 
own, built on our plan and in the best 
manner. 

All that remains seems to be to accept 
the gift, and I venture to express the hope 
that the Executive Committee may see no 
reason not to do so in the manner mont 
agreeable to themselves and to Mr. Stevens. 

You will observe that Mr. Stevens ic« 
dicates two of the assignees ; and, aaaum- 
iog to do what the party named himself 
wouid not do, I hope Mr. Whittlesey 
may be the third, as chairman of the Ex- 
ecutive Qommittee. 

Most truly, my dear sir, yours, 

Jno. B. Latrobk, 

Fres. *3m. Col. Soe. 

On the receipt of this letter the Execu- 
tive Committee met and adopted reaolu- 
tions expressive of their admiration of the 
liberality of Mr. Stevens, and in grateful 
acknowledgment of his philanthropic gift. 
In his note enclosing the resolutions of ac- 
knowledgment of the Committee to the 
President of the Society, the Secretary 
aays : ^■ 

"The Executive Committee respofld^ 
as will "every friend of the Society, to the 
sentiments you ars pleased to express Hi 
regard to the high merits of Mr. Stevens, 
and the exalted position which must ever 
be justly his among the most eminent bene- 
f/iCtors of the society. Examples of such 
libemli^ sr« rare, bul their moral influenoe 
mighty, memorable, and of enduring an^ 
ever-increasing power. They touch ten thou- 
sand hearts as with celestial fire :, they 
multiply themselves, and we trust thiswul 
essentially and powerfully contribuJ* to 
render, among the prosperous and wealthv, 
great acts of beneficence the rule, not the 
exception, in the experience of this so- 
ciety, our country, and the human race; 

In addition to the generous purpose of 
a benevolent citizen of Marylaiid to give a 
ship tathe American Colonization Society, 
the Kood people of Maine have contribu- 
\ ted largely for a ship, Hfid. determined to 
build one ; so tkat before the close of the 
year we may find the Society in posses- 
sion of two fine packet ships to ply b«- 
tweeji the United States and Liberia^; 
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We cannot yefroirs from the maerticm of 
extracts from Ijrother Clarke's letter, fur« 
nishing as it does^ moat thrilling facte con- 
cerning the country in which we have 
commenced operations. The letter ap- 
peared originally in the Christian Index. 

EXTENT OF THS FIELD. 

Within our reach, are the important 
kingdoms of Yoruba, now occupied, Nufi, 
Gambard, Housa, and Borgu. And it is 
not a little, unimportant matter, that 
through these fertile regions passes the 
mighty and majestic Niger. These are 
populous kingdoms, boasting of towns 
and cities, containing tents aiid hundreds 
of thousands of mhabitants. And almost 
es^ery true research increaae^E the number 
to our surprise. The difficulty of bbtain- 
ifif correct information accounts for this 
fact. But recently a populous country to 
the east, called Ejesha Of Elesha, contain- 
ing large cities, is beginning to attract 
some attention. -With regard to this point, 
! am constrained to believe we are as yet 
only in the gray dawn of day. Every 
travel will bring firesh and important facts 
to light. Africa is second Asia. 

FACE OF THE cbuKTRT* 

The general appearance and face af the 
country is such as you never have seen,, 
Those who ha?e visited the prairie lands 
of Texas have seen something similar. 
Frequently the eye has a sweep for miles 
over a country, whose ?olUng grandeur, 
heightened by imposing scenery of §len, 
hili-top and mountain, and covered witii a 
carpet of green, can scarcely be surpassed. 
At one time as you trace the lonely path, 
ia some reverie your mind is mingling 
winb the distant past ; or enraptured with 
tlie passing view ab similar to the hallowed 
associations of mrly days, you forget you 
are in ihe so-cdUd wilds of benighted Af- 
fiea. Thisi3.n0 fencv sketch. If there 
is a fairy land of whick I dreamed in 
childhood? this is the land. Thanks be to 
God for his unspea;]^Ue goodness. There 
are no heavy forest^, except tfile skirts of 
branches or rivers. And then the timber 
is different from anvthing you have ever 
seen. It is quite tail, differin|; in this re- 
spect from the stunted, Ahrubby growth 
of the prairie. These hammpck landa, 
high and dry, are of the very first order. — 
Swampy and rnarshy plades are very sel- 
dom seen. Water of a good taste in 
abundance, except in the middle of a dry 
season. • 

CUM\TE, HEALTH, %tC. 

As to the climate I have butlittl^vto say. 
It is undoubtadly unfavorable to tli6' health 
of Eiiropeans and Ameri<^s, more par- 



ticularly to those who neglect necessary 
precautions, yet is more pleasant tlmn 
most persons suppose. The he-nt soon 
becomes a maUer of but little unpleasant- 
ness; and the water far from being des- 
pised. In the wet season, the most danger* 
ous to health, fires are notonly conducive to 
health, but even agreeable to the feelings. 
The hot days and cool nights, the excessive 
vegetation and continue south sea winds 
always keeping the air more or less damp, 
are somo of the phenomena, operating' as 
causes to render the climate prejudicial to 
the health of whites. But with precaution 
and comfortable d wellings, we may enjoy 
a reasonable portion of health, and UnisK 
the work assigned us^ No wonder so many 
lives have been sacrificed,. where so few 
have been the comforts, and self-pmei-vaHon 
a name. But my experience is too short to 
dwell oh this point. Let not him who 
puttelh on his armor, boast himself as he 
who taketh it off. 

FARMS, CULTIVATION, ETC. 

Around the city of Ijaye, whose popu- 
latiouy at leant, must number fifty thousand 
sculs, the country for miles is in a state of 
wonderful cultivation. The diameter of 
this circuit may be estimated with safety 
at fifteen or twenty miles, being, as is , the 
fact of the pase, thousands of acres with 
cultivation. " There is no man in America, 
if dropped down at night into one of these 
extended farms, but waking in the morn- 
ing, 4>ut\^uld be filled with profound 
astonishment. I was unprepared to wit« 
ness any such sc^ea in Africa. U may 
be asked why, what do they cultivate? 
Com, cotton, yams, potatoes, guinea cora, 
peas, (fee. And without enumerating far- 
ther, go into their markets, and there you 
will find a most unending variety of arti- 
cles. Prosn jone view I have perhaps seen 
thousands of acres in a state of cuiiivation 
that would make your hesft leap fw joy. 
But yesterday evening [ had one of these 
views. This work is all accomplished by 
means of a small hoe, set at an angle of 
thirty or forty degrees, with a handle two 
feet and a half long. And by whom ? By 
thousands of indtistrious laborers c Every 
mpsaiing, from the six i^ates of Ijaye go 
but streams of living beings, perhaps ten 
thousand pec^I^, or more, to work their 
farms, ana return in the evening with the 
profits of their day*s labor on their heads. 
For four and aix miiesj from three o'clock 
until night, tlie rpads„are almost Pronged 
with people on their return home. Nsswiy 
every man, womtui, and child, has a load 
of some kiifd, either to be carlied home 
or to market. I would sujppose at least 
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one thousand bushels of corn ormore to 
be brought into town, on the head, everyj 
day. 

MECHANICS, ARTS, QQJfiRSKBiiT, ETC. 

W"ea%'ers, tailors, barbers, blacksmiths, 
shoe and saddle makers, besides Some in- 
genious specimens of art are all to be found 
here, I need hardly relate what I have 
seen, as it would only tend, in the minds 
of many persoRs, to excite their incredu- 
lity. Let one or ^wo remarks suffice; — 
There is to be seen any day in the market 
metal polished to the brightness of gold 
and silver, hoes very respectable, Yoruba 
cutlas of a very superior finish, excellent 
moroccdj carved calabashes, of such su- 
perior skill as would excile the ambition 
of an American artist. I cannot tell you a 



tenth of their ingenuity. The most supe- 
rior saddle stirrup 1 ever met with is to be 
found here. J mention these facts to give 
you some idea of their ingenuity and 
mental capacity. The nature of th^i 'go^ 
ernment, absolute tyranny, is incompati- 
ble with any marked advance of the peo- 
ple towards civilization. Still there aw 
some signs, arising from continued inte^ 
course, that vindicate a claim above Sava- 
ges. These evidences are to be seen in 
their flashes of wit, and their great fond- 
ness for proverbial sayings. They are 
haughty ^ their belief of their superiority 
unless convinced of thia folly by some in- 
tercourse with the whites. Their dextej- 
ity is more clearly evinced, perhaps, in 
trading than anything else. They are a 
wonderful people. Africa is second Asia- 
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But it has been said, that it is not an 
act of humanity to send the free blacks to 
so inhospitable a clime. We confess that 
we have Md some misgivings upon this 
poin^, founded upon the distressing mor- 
tality which has befallen some companies 
of emigrants to LibeHa. But ftrther re- 
flection and more accurate information 
have dissipated our doubts. ^ Tropical Af- 
rica is the cradle of the neg^ro race ; and 
nothing seems to us more improbable than 
that the original seat of a peoplev is not a 
fit habitation for them. But the conclusion 
iff not warranted by the facts in the case. 
The mortality in question can, in, nearly 
every instance, be distinctly traced to the 
inadequacy of the provision made for their 
comfort, or to the indiscretion of the emi- 
grants, in rashly exposing themselves, 
during their acclimation, to the stm by day 
and the dews by night. These are con- 
tingencies to which emigrants to every 
new clime are liable ; and in these cases 
may sometimes implicate the proper au- 
thorities in criminal negligence of the du- 
ties confided to them. Again, a compari- 
son of the Colonization oi Liberia and of 
Virginia will be most instructive and con- 
vincing. A single passage from Ho wison 's 
History of Virginia wilUuffice : • ♦ In 1609, 
Capt. Smith left at Jamestown 490 persons 
witli abundant supplies, Indian ambus- 
cades were in every hedge. The settlers 
were afraid to go out for food or recrea- 
tion. Famine with all its horrors was 
ssoon among them, and diseaseMid death 



followed in its train. They ate the skins 
of horses, the bodies of Iftaians, dogs, and 
vermin. Of 490 persons, 60 only survi- 
ved." The first two expeditions to our 
shores were overwhelmed at sea. The 
third effected a landing in 1656 ; and in 
five years was extinct. The fourth \?as 
successful, after a series of crufel distresses 
whose recital fills the mind with horror. 
If disasters had attended the colonization 
of Liberia similar to those which occarred 
at Jamestown and Plymouth, and which 
have 'signalized many removals from '''ir- 
ginia to our southern and western States, 
our enterprise would have been over- 
whelmed by the curses* of those who have 
no tears to shed over the young, the 
beautiful, and the brave, whose bones 
bleach the prairies of the west and the 
shores of the Gulf of Mexico and the 
Pacific Oeean.* 

But, it is said, that the growth of Libe- 
ria and the operation of the Colonization 
Society are too slow. This objection is 
characteristic of this age, anU of the Amee- 
can people. We are impatient of results 
that are long in noming. Esrery thing, 
now-a-days, that is worthy of doing, must 
be done with the speed of lightning and 
the energy of an earthquake. , This is an 
age of «• expresses " and electric telegraphs, 
but not of miracles. Time is an indis- 
pensable element in human progress ; and 
an omen of lasting grandeur and renown. 
French Republics may spring up in a 
, night, like enchanted palaces in Arabian 



*!The prcaent writer, who has taken some pains to. inform himself, has noohcsitation in . expressing 
the opfoiou that it Is not humane to send emigrants indiscriminately to Liberia ; t(nd, except in case 
of peculiar fitness, he wualdnot recommend the sending of emigrants who have no means of support 
other than that '^hicfa thu Colonization Society can furnish. 
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laies : but America was more Omn 150 
years old before she declared her indepen- 
dence. Time was, when it was proposed 
to offer bounties to quicken immigmUon to 
our shores ; and now, the emigration from 
the old world to the new is such as the 
world has never seen since the first dis- 
persion of mankind. Emigrants are 
swarming over in crowdis like the travel- 
lei's to eternity; <« while those who are 
left behind seem to feel a melancholy 
restlessness, like a bird wlios« wing is crip- 
pled at the season of migration ; and a 
voice like that heard before the final^de- 
struction of Jerusalem seems to proclaim 
in their ears — f arise! let us depart hence I' " 
The present iftdications are, that by tlje 
time the resources of Liberia shall have 
been developed^ and sh^ shall have acquired 
a capacity of assimilating large nufbbers of 
our free blacks» the pi*es8ure upon them 
from a combiJiation of causes will have 
become so intense, that a spontaneous 
movement will take place to Africa, like 
that of the pauper population of Europe to 
«ir owj; shores. A million and a half of 



poor Irishmen migrated from Ireland in, 
five years. Aa exodus like this would 
soon carry our 400,000 free blacks to Af- 
rica.* But in Virginia, we have to deal 
with a much more practical proposition. 
The average increase per annum of the 
free negroes in Virginia, from 1630 to 1840 
was two hundred and twenty-nine and 
one-fifth ; and from 1840 to l§50s it was 
411, per annum. . The cost of transporting 
these, at 060 each, would be $24,600. But 
if we deduct from this annual increas*^ the 
number ef those (amounting in 1850 to 
more than 200) v^q were emancipated and 
allowed to remain in the State, the reijmin- 
der would be less than the number actually 
sent to Liberia from Virginia in 1854. If, 
moreover, a judicious discrimination wag 
made between the old and infirm, and the 
young and vigorous ; removing the latter, 
and suffering the former to spend the bar- 
ren remeinder of their days among us, it 
is clear, that ail our free blacks could be 
soon removed, exceplc^ a esnall and com- 
paratively inoffensive remnant. 
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«' Of the agriculture, commerce, and man- 
ufactures of the republic, and m particu- 
lar its trade with the United States, and 
tlie susceptibility of that trade to be bene- 
ficially increased," it may be confidently 
asserted that the soil of the republic is 
capable of yielding abundantly the most 
valuable productions of the tropics. In 
Bome preliminary observations to an agricul- 
tural manual, prepared in 1825, for the 
Liberian settlers, by Mr. Ashmun, that 
gentleman writes to them thus : "Suffer 
me to put down two or three remarks, of 
tlie truth and importance of which you 
cannot be too sensible. The first is, that 
■ Uie cultivation of your rich lands is the 
only way you will ever find to indepen- 
dence, comfort, and wealth. You may, 
if you please, if God gives you health, be^ 
come as independent, comfortable, and 
happy as you ought to be in this world. 

The flat lands around you, and partic- 
uisrly your farms, have as good a soil as 
can be met with in any country. They 
U'ill produce ty^o crops of corn, sweet po- 
tatoes, and several other vegetables, iri, a 
year they will yield a larger crop than 
the best soils in America ; and they will 
produce a number , of very valuable arti- 
cles, for which, in the United States, mil- 
^ons of money are ^'ery year paid away 



to foreigners. One acre of rich land well 
tilled will produce you three hundred dol- 
lars' worth of indigo. Half an acre may 
be made to grow half a ton of arrowroot, 
Fotir acres laid out in coffee plants will, 
after the third yesr, produce you a filcar 
income of two or three hundred dollars. 
Hfllf an acre of cotton trees will clothe 
your whole family; and except a little hoe- 
ing, youp wife and children can-perform the 
whole labor of cropping and manufac- 
turing it. Ontcacre of canes will make 
you independent of all the world for the 
sugar you use in your family. One a:^re 
set with fruit trees will furnish you the 
year round with more plantains, bananas, 
orangesj limes, guavas,- paw-paws, and 

K'ne-apples than you will ever gather, 
ine months in the year yoji may grow 
fresh vegetables every month; and some of 
you, who have low-land plantations, may 
dt^ so throughout the year." 

My observations on the bank^ of the 
rivers of the republic, (especially the St. 
Paul's, the St. "John's, and the Sinou,) 
along both sides of Stockton creek, and 
among the gardens of Monrovia and the 
plantations in its vicinity , confirmed my 
belief in the general correctness of the state- 
ment, though, the agricultural improve- 
ments do not equal all the expectations 



•Thousands of dollars axe annually remitted by tlie Irish in America to ilieir friends in Ireland, to 
pay for the transportation of the latter to the United Suites. A similar process was begun in Liberia ; 
and will increase. This fact explodes tlie objection suggested by the expense of ooloHiaing'^ur free 
blacks. 
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which it would naturally create. The 
committee of Montserado county failj how- 
ever, 1 think, to do full justice to them- 
selves and their fellow^citizsns when they 
say : *'ln agriculture^ little raorejs done 
than to supply ourselves with the necessa- 
ries and a fi vof the conveniences of life." 
Considering ho^v limited have been the 

Pecuniary means of the emigrants to Li- 
eria, and the difficulties always inevitable 
to the settlers in a country to the climate 
of which -they are strangers, and with the 
products of which they have to mnke 
themselves acquainted, 1 am rather surpri- 
sed that they have done so much in agri- 
culture than that they have done no more. 
Substantial farm-houses, surrounded by 
well-cleared and cultivated plantations of 
from ten to thirty and fifty or seventy 
acres, adorn, on both sides, the banks of 
the St. Paul's (with occasional interrup- 
tions) for the distance of twenty miles. 
Several hnndredr acres arc cleared (in part 
out 9/a dense and lofty forest)atBassa Cove, 
Edina, and at Rexley^ (some five or eight 
miles up the beautiful river St. John's?) 
and at Greenville, Rossville, and Readville, 
on the Sinou,are similar decided evidences 
of agricultursl industry and improvement. 
It may be confidently predicted, that, 
whenever adequate capital, skill, and ma- 
chinery shall be introauced, the cullure of 
rice and cotton, the sitgar cane and coffie, 
ioUl prove as succestful and prqfituhle as in 
any region of the world. My jjersonal^^n' 
quiries and observations in Liberia have 
led me to concur in the opinion expressed 
by the intelligent committee of Baesa 
county, that in internal rescmrces " it is un- 
surpassed by any country of the globe." 
This committee and that appointed by 
the citizens of Sinou county both declare 
that the disposition for the cultivation of 
the soil is increasing. "We have," say 
the committee of Montserado county, **an 
extensive territory, which can at any time 
be easily enlarged, by compact with the 
proprietors of the soil, to any desirable ex- 
tent. The soil is of the highest fertility, 
and adapted to a great variety of a'yticles 
available in the arts and in commerce. 
The forests teem with valuable timber for 
furniture, house, and ship building. The 
rivers abound wfth choice fi^h, and the 
woods with game; and our gardens can be 
made to produce everything in their kind 
necessary to a. comfortable existence." 

The same committee state "that coffee 
of a superior kind is indigenous here, and 
the people are turning their attention to 
the cultivation of it. and means only are 
wanted to bring it in large quantities into 
the market; sugar cane also thrives well, 
though, for the same reason, no consid- 



erable quantity has been produced; cotton, 
ginger, arrowroot, and numerous plania 
and shrubs employed in the niaierin mdica, 
grow here with the vigor and fruitfulnessof 
indigenous articles." In addition to the 
great staples of rice, cotton^ svgar can«, and 
ei}ffee, the Liberiahs specify com, cmada, 
yoms, ^eet potaloest cabbages, arrowroot, 
iamips, beets, carrots, totnalocs, lima and 
other beansi peas, cymlings, e?Aota, ochrA, 
eucwnbefs, choice varieties of pepper, ground' 
nuts, palma ehristi, the India-rubber tree, 
the eroton-cil-niit, and the palm tree, (so 
multiplied in its uses,) as among their 
productions ; and among their fruits, 
oranges, lemons, limei, gvsxas, pine-ap^ks, 
plantains, bananas, tamarinds t rose-apples, 
pomegranates, clierries, cocoa-nuts, patc-pms, 
manga plums, alligator pears, palcmgo^ 
bread fruit, umlons, and various other 
valuable vegetables and fruits of thetropics. 
Most of these have I myself seen growing 
luxuriantly in the gardens and farms of 
, the republic. 

According to the late Mr. Buxton, whose 
researches on the subject w" the agricultural 
and commercial resources of Africa were 
very accurate and extensive, of dye-woods 
there an abundance, yielding carmine, 
crimson, red, brown, brilliant yellow, and 
blue; of gunis there are copal, Senegal, 
mastic, and sudan or Turkey gunV. The 
shea or butter-nut is haHly less valuable 
than the palm-nut. The tree producing it ia 
said to extend over a: large portion of the 
continent. Park thought (he butter made 
from it superior to that made from cows' 
milk. The same gentleman quotes, from a 
report on Sierra Leone, the opinion of Mr. 
McCbrmac, "that the delta of the Seeing 
Broom, Kitiam, and Gallenas rivers could 
grow rice enough for the supply of the 
whole of the West Indies." 

Mr. Darymple, in 1779, found three 
different kinds of cotton at Goree, and 
states that it grows spontaneously every- 
where, and that fJie samples sent home 
were considered by English ^merchanta 
superior to that from the West Indies. 
According to the testimony of Colonel 
Denham, (as quoted by Mr, Buxton,) 
cotton of three kinds — white, brown, and 
pink — grows wild about Sierra Leone.— 
The first is excellent. Mr. Ashmun 
states : " It is believed that none of the 
varieties of the American cotton shrub 
answers in all respects to the indigenoair 
African tree. The cotton of this' country 
' is on all hands allowed to be of a good 
quality, and the niode of growing, curing, 
and rflEsnufacturiug the article pursued in 
America may be adopted here, making 
due allowance for the much greater size 
and duration of the African tree*. The 
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same tree bears a fiuccession of crops for 
a great number of years." 

It is known to all who have visited Li- 
beria, that large substantial cotton cloths, 
apuc, woven, and dyed by the natives of 
hUerior Africa, are brought in great num- 
bers for sali! to the merchants of Monrovia 
and the neighboring settlements, and .are 
purchased by the Africans on the coast. 

Of the coffee here, Mr. Ashtnun wrote : 
•«No country will bring the product to 
higher perfection than Africa. Whether 
it IS a native of the country, or was intro- 
duced at an early period by the Portuguese 
and Spaniards, may not now be certainly 
known. It has propagated itself on your 
hills, and along a great extent of the Afri- 
• can coast, without culture, for many ages. 
South of your river (the Montserado) it 
grows everywhere, and the tree and berry 
attain a size unkhowts elsewhere. No crop 
ia surer ; and African coffee frequently 
produces four pounds to the trte in a sea- 
son." The quality of the Liberia coffee 
is thought to approach nearly, if not to 
equal, that of the Mocha ; and the tree, 
properly attended, wii I produce at least in 
quantity one-thiid ,«iore. 

From what I savi" of the growth of the 
sugar cane on several plantations on the 
St. Paul's, jt^is impossible for me to doubt 
that it will soon prove among the most 
valuable productions of that rich country. 
The Liberia Herald stated, more than a 
year ago, that Mr. Cyrus Willis, of Mills- 
burg, had made in one season more thdn 
three thousand pounds of beautiful sugar, 
and a quantity of excellent sirup. From 
the appearance of his cane fields,"it was 
thought his subsequent crop would pro- 
duce eight thousand pounds. Though the 
death, recently, of this enterprising man is 
to be regretted, it ia hoped and expected ; 
that his experiment will be prosecuted 
successfully by others. Beaver says : 

Of the vegetables that are wild, the su- 
gar cane, cotton shrub, and indigo plant 
seem the most valuable. No country in 
the world is more amply enriched than 
this is with the cljief productions of the 
anima^l and vegetable kingdoms. The 
ground -aiit yields a pure golden-colored 
oil, of a pleasant taste, and has been soM 
as high &s £50 per ton. The castor-nut 
grows wild on the banks of the Gambia 
and elsewhere. The ginger of Africa is 
particularly fine and high-flavored ; it 
yields about sixty for tone j and the peo- 
ple only want instructien in the method of 
preparing it for the European markets." 

" The woods of this continent are ex- 
tremely "Valuable.. Travellers enumerate 
not less than ferty species of timber, 
■which grow in vast abundance, and are 



easily obtained—such as mnhoeany, teak, 
ebony, lignumvitse, roaewdod,*" &c. 

** With few considerable e;£ceptions, 
the whole line of coa»l in western Africa 
accessible to trading vessels presents im- 
mense tracts of land of the moat fertile 
I character, which only require the hand of 
industry ead commercial enterprise to turn 
into inexhaustible mines of wealth." 

The tsa plant is reported by McClueen, 
on the authority of an Arabian traveller, 
and others more recent, to grow spon- 
taneously and abundantly in Uie interior 
of j^frjca. 

E^ry civilized stranger, instructed ia 
the truths, end sensible of the value, of 
the christian religion, who visits the re- 
public of Liberia, must experience an in- 
expressible delight, not only in the visibie 
evidences of the institutions of a free and 
weli-organized State, but in the quiet, ever- 
active, and beneficent operations of ims- 
sionary teachers, penetrating, and making 
glad by tl^eir presence, the gloom of tjje 
African forest, and, under the protection 
of its government, inviting not only its 
eons and daughssrs into their schools, hut 
impartihg, with a zeal, a cheerfulness, ind 
a^perssveranee not to be discouragvid and 
not to he defeated, a knowledge of letters, 
of some branches of science, and, above 
all, of Divine revelation, to the superstitious 
and barbarous population of Afri'^a. To 
find christian teachers and niinisterSi Math 
libraries, small, but of choice books, in 
their thatched dwellings, beneath the shade 
of the palm tree, in spots where but a few 
openings have bee*! made in the dense 
forest ; to see groups of nat've African 
children gathered for instruction ; to listen 
to voices of christiart worshippers, and 
hear the songs of christian prnise, amid 
the habiiatians of idolatry and cruelty — 
gives^ beauty even to the aspect of unculti- 
vated nature, and animates with unwonted ' 
joy every thoughtful and benevolent heart. 
iiThe authorities and people of Liberia 
cherish a sincere attachment to the gov- 
ernment and people of the United States. 
They are sensible that under the auspices 
of American benevolence they have attain- 
ed 16 their present elevation, from which 
they are permitted to see before them a 
widely expanjding an^ glorious prospect of 
social happiness and political prosperity 
and renown. To the entire people of the 
republic, the recognition of their indepen- 
dence by the government of the United 
States i* aR object of eamesl desirG. The 
peculiarities of the condition of the free 
people of color, aiid others of the African 
radei iii this country, they well know, and 
have no wish, by afty relations which may 
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be established between their governm«iit 
and ours, to cause inconvenience or em- 
barrassment. While their wish and pur- 
pose is to maintain a just self-respect, as 
a free and independent republic, before the 
world, they will, I doubt not, be disposed 
to accommodate (as far as may be without 
exposure to dishonor or self-reproach) 
their arrangements to the sense and views 
of the American government h has been 
suggested, that they might conduct all their 
public nffairs in this country with the 
United States through some one or more of 
its citizens, in case our government should 
feel inclined to confide to citizens of Liberia 
any business it^ might wish transacted in 
Africa with the\utiiorities of that republic. 

The scheme of African Colonization 
originated not only in benevolence towards 
our colored population, but towards both^ 
races on this continent, and towards two 
quarters of the globe. At its inception, 
ourmost illustrious statesnj^n — a Jefferson, 
Marshall, Monroe, and Madison — gave to 
it their sanction. It was seen to unite 
christian philanthropy with political ex- 
pediency — a just regard for our national 
welfare with the more solemn obligations 
of religious duty. It has derived strength 
from the hotticB of the good and pious lu 
our southern States, and foynd eloqueiit ' 
advocates and defenders in their legislative 
halls. Many States have urged its claims 
upon the g en eraF government, and the 
voices of the churches of every name 
second theii^ppeals. 

But it, is the success of the plan of Afri- 
can Colonisation, as seen in the indepen- 
dent Republic of Liberia, that most con- 
clusively commends it to Kat>x,<i61 consid- 
eration. Qn that far-distant shore, for 
ages darkened by superstition and outraged 
by crime, a community of free colored 
persons from the Uiiited States, aided by 
Ameriean benevolence, have adopted a 
constitution of free government, and taken 
their high position among tlie, independent 
States of the world. England'and France 
have acknbwled|;ed their right of self-gov- 
ernment and their just claim to the respect 
and comity of nations. What higher mo- 
tives can be imagined than , those which 
have given existence to this republic? — 
what work more honorable or more sub- 
lime than that td which it is dedicated and 
destined ? Though at present few in num- 
bers and very limited in means^a vast field 
for action and influence opens before it ; 
and in its ccnstitution and laws, in the 
spirit of ^jts people, the advantages of its 
position, and the motives and necessities of 
those who are hastening to build up their 
homes.ahd their fortuntis under the shadow 



of its wings, we see thec^lements of mighty 
power,, of an unbounded growth and pros- 
perity. It has been justly said, that " the 
great necessity of the world at tliis moment 
is a free, civilized, and powerful Stats 
within the tropics— a necessity felt through 
every period of '>e world's history, and 
now about to be realized. The western 
coast of Africa ia in every point of view 
the most effective position for such a State 
to occupy. The black race^ of which 
there cannot be much \6sb than J50,000,000 
on earth, is pre-eminently the race needing 
such a development, and prepared for it', 
and the United States are exactly in a 
condition to found such a commonwealtli 
with this race, and under circumstances 
the most glorious to ourselves, (he most 
hopeful to the world, and tl^e most, benefi- 
cial to theblackis."* Around this Republic 
of Liberie>-the morning star of Africa's 
redemption, revealing how great evils may 
be transmuted by the hand of the Almighty 
into an- incalculable good ; which looks 
with encouraging and chsenng aspect 
upon the AMcan race in every part Of tlM* 
earth ; reconciles the gift of liberty with 
the highestinterests of ihoss who bestow 
and those who receive it ; opens a quarter 
of the world for many yea^s shut up in 
barbarism to the genial and renovating in- 
fluence of letters, laws, commerce, and 
Christianity — are gathered the Sympathies 
of all virtuous and generous minds, allied 
with its safeguard, the all-encircling and 
never-slumberiiig power of an omnipotent 
Providence. The rapid increase of free 
persons of color in many of the States of 
this Union ; the importance, for their 
benefit more than our own, of their orgaiii- 
zation into a community by themselves, in 
the land of their ancestors ; the immense 
advantages such a community munt secure 
to itself and extend to others, by develop- 
ing the resources and turning nUo legiti- 
mate channels the commerce of Afi'icaj by 
the civilization it must impart, and tliB 
moral and political truths it must exen)- 
plify and enforce among her ignorant, de- 
based, ajjd chaotic population — all coO- 
raend the Republic of Liberia to the re- 
gards of the general government of this 
Union. Engaged in a work of unsur- 
passed dignity and importancej^the inhabit 
tants of this small republic are tibcoraplisli- 
ing more good, as I must believe, than 
any equal number of human beings, to 
private stations, on the face of the globe, 
More than to the united endeavors of all 
christian nations, with their treaties and 
armed squadrons against the slave trade, 
is humanity indebted for its suppression 
along many hundred miles of the African 
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<!o.;iat to the people of Liberia. Rut it 
should not be conceaJed, tint to explore 
Africa ; to establish comniercitil intercourse 
and rei.ntions with her interior tribes ; to 
improve and fortify the harbors of the re- 
tniblic ; to make needful experiments in 
agriculture and the arts in a re;^ion to 
which the people from thi.«! country have 
.so recently beef< iritroduced, and to main- 
tain a wise system of education for all 
classea of her population, .so that its terri- 
mry ."^hall offer an attractive home to all 
tlic free de.scendants of Africa, demands 
pecuniary means to which the present 
revenue.^ of Liberia are unequal But 
yiijce this republic, more than any other 
powcV, \yul develop the resources and in- 
crea.se siiv trade of western Africa^, the 
United States, in aidini^ her endeavors, 
will opfin new markets for American pro- 
(^uclioifsv and c.s.sentially augment Ameri- 
can commerce. Yet far higher and nobler 
motives than those of gain, will, I tru.st, 
iiiciine our national authorities to encour- 
age and assist Uie citj^sens of Liberia, a 
i'ew adventiirous but determined children 
of Africa, gone out from our midst, that 



they may recover their lonj;-iost inheri- 
tance, show their ability to build up civ- 
ilized cities and states in regions where 
they have been anknown, and bring; a 
vast continent, now lyiug in dim eclipse, 
within thecn-cle asd the influences of en- 
lightened and christian nations. 

From the presence of our squadron on 
the African coast, benefits, doubtless, ac- 
crue both to Liberia and lo our own com- 
merce ; but 1 may l>8 permitted, in ths 
conclusion of this report, to avow the 
opinion that a recognition by the govern- 
mejit «f the United States of the indepen- 
dence of the Repul)lic of Liberia, And an 
appropriation of fifty thousaivJ dollars a 
year for ten years, to enable that republic 
to carry out the principles of its constitu- 
tion, for the happiness of those who from 
this country arc setking a hotne upon its 
soil ; for the sup[»ression of the slave 
trade ; and the civilization of Africa, 
would be in harmony with the character 
and sentiments of this nation j and givt> 
stability, progress, and triumph to libert* 
and chhstianiiy on the African shore. 
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TlieGreboes emigrated probably about 
one hundred and fifty years ago, to the 
territory now occupied by them, from the 
iee\v;\rd coast. The point of their debar- 
cuion was just below Grand Bereby. 
They lived a shortdistance from the coast, 
and constituted part of a tribe still .living 
in thai region, and known as the "Wo- 
reho." A crowded population appears to 
have led to the emigration. 

The iiame Grebo is composed of Gre 
and bo. The latter de.=!ignates a clays, (e. 
ir. 'legu, a doctor; degu-bo, doctors.) The 
torincr, "Gre," is the name of a species 
of nuMikey which leap with remarkable 
airiiity. In getting otf from the shore at 
fiie tune of emigration, it appears that 
many c'xnoes svere capsized. The Grebd' 
'iuid fiM- capsize- is wrore, and hence those 
^vlio cap.sized and remained were called 
i^'ortho. Those who were successful in 
fciubcirking — leaping over Uie waves like 
ihe "Gre," vvere styled Grebo. 

The Greboes, proceeding up the coast 
i;i their canoes landed at different points 
a.s they became tired : a^^^l where they found 
water, formed small settlements. The 
coast at that time appears to have been 
uninhabited ; only at Cape Palmas, tradi- 
liiia relates that a small settlement of whites 
•>vas found, These were probably Portu- 
guese and slaa-e traders. l*he first settle- 
3 



menta of the Greboes in this region were 
not pei;mament. They proceeded at dif- 
ferent times up the coa-st until they reach- 
ed Grand Sestres, where contact with 
other tribes, ar\d a partial accession from 
them, produfied a modification of the lan- 
guage and of the tribe. At length, direc- 
ted by an oracle, the scattered settlements 
of the Greboes retraced their steps to the 
leeward. The great body proceeded ^{it 
once and settled ut Cape Pulmas: aJthoupU 
Subsequently considerable numbers follow- 
ed, and became angrufted into the tribe. 
From Cape Palmas, (Berina See,) Rock- 
town (Tasch) was colonized ; and sub- 
.sequsnlly, after considerable intervjals, 
Grahwah fBlege) and the river Cavalla 
towns ( Wattah and Koblah.) Again, from 
Rocktown were colonized Middletori(Lede) 
I'ishtown, (Wall,) and Half'' Cavaila, 
(Bwedr.) The names h^re given are those 
of the seven principal (jrebo towns, hav- 
ing an aggregate population of about 
twenty-five tiiousand. 

The conslifiilion of the Grebo Uribe is 
fiairiarchal, although the government is 
almost purely democratic. There are in 
it twelve families,as in the case of the ancient 
people of God, deriving their names, pro- 
bably, from the omigrant patriarch or 
father. Their appellatives are N yam bo, 
Grebo, &c. In nearly every one of th« 
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Grebr) seulements ftl>ove enumem^ed, there i| The sanne^ principle prerails in respect 
are pHri.s of these fiimilips, haviugr in each || te-officeSf of which there are four princi- 



i\v-e their disiinct head man or patriarch 
This pafriarch »isuaUy occupies a part icH- 
Inr portion of the town, with his sons, 
gn»ndsnn3,and relatives around him. The 
mn\c members of these deposite with the 
patriarch a portion of the money v/hich 
they accumulate, and !he latter m return 
pays the beirothment money (about $t20) 
for wives, as vk^ell as the fines and expen- 
ses, from any source, to which they may 
be liable. 

Resides these d^;ties to their relatives 
with whom they are -oimeeted, the patri- 
archs collectively constitute an upper court 
or sf^nate in the body politic. T> this 
body beloUi^s the rij;ht of originating 
plans for promoting- the public ueal : to 
them are referred questions involving in- 
ternational rights and reia ions in the pre- 
mises, and by them cluims growmj; out of 
such relations are met. Indeed in all 
matters of ^rave interest, whether domes- 
tic or foreign, the voice of the patriarchs 
must he heard 

But the most infTueniiaf class in every 
Grebo community is the Sedibo. This is 
m >at emphatically "the house of represen- 
tatives," the popular house, for it is cotp- 
P'ise<i of nil malest beyond the age of 18 
to 20, except the natri'trcha. Usually, as 
so >n us a young man is married and han a 
house, he pays into the t-eapnry of the 
** Sedibo" a bullock, ^oaf, half boshd of 
rice, and thenceforth, uniess convicted of 
wilch«raft, is entitled to all the riiihts and 
privileires of the Sedibo. These are by 
no means inconfidernble. They combine 
the legislative and the e> ecutive powers ; i 
for ahhousch the patriarchs may originate | 
nnd advise, the Sedibo— the people in law- ! 
ful osfrembly— mttrtt discuss nnd resolve, ! 
before any action can be had or law j-asi- | 
cd, and they meet nnd make laws at any 
time, and in relation to almost anything. 
They meet nnd dtcide that a man has sfoleti 
somethbig, and for. the offence make him 
pay a fowl, all that he possesses, according 
to their temper towards him. They deter- 
mine that a «:ertain man has been guilty 
of witchcraft, and given him gedu (sassy- 
wood) and kill hmi. The fines impos- 
ed by this body are divided according to \ 
heredilnry right. Thus, for ex^smple, if a 
bullock is slaughtered, (fines are almost 
always paid in somethins'to eat,) one man 
by hereslitary rijrbt iakes the shoulder, 
another the neck, &c. These rights owe 
their origin ^o the same causes as the titles 
in Europe. They were given to ancestors 
for some services renrlpped, or by S'^mO 
powerful prince, and have thence come 
down in lineal descent to posterity. 



pal ones in every Grel>o community. 
These are the Woraba, Bodia, liindin, 
and Tebawa. The former two are taken 
fit)n> the class of "Nyekbade" or patri- 
archs — the latter from the Sedibo. 

The W^oraba (literal 'y town's father) is 
the oldest or most influential patriarch, 
lineally descended from the founder of the 
town. In the assembly of the patriarchs 
he takes precedence of all others, and has 
the largest shaiC of all the perquisites of 
this body. 

The Bodia appertains to one family ; 
bnt this is by appointment of an ancient 
Ojcacle. The Bodia, and, in fact, the other 
two offices of which 1 am toGpeak, though 
belonging to particular families, are only 
conferred upon those desiirnaied by some 
Grade consulted in refercnct to the ap- 
pointment. The Bodia, more than any- 
thing else, resembles the orfice of hi;jh 
priest among the Jews. The individual 
having been designated who is to fil! tlie 
office, on an appointed day he is installed 
by a long ceremony, too tedious to de.s- 
eribe. The leadinj^ features are, a sacri- 
fice of a goat to the Kur, (demons anJ 
departed spirits,) the blood of whidi )5 
sprinkled around and inside the door pos-tp 
of the Bodia^s house. The Rndia is phn- 
ven, clad in a new garment, has a ti«jer's 
tooth tied around his head, (this is a com- 
mon ornament of gentlemen) has a 
monkey's skin prepared to he placed a! 
ways beneath him when he s'Us, and ke in 
anointed. The house in which he liv^s is 
called, from this circumstunce, the Tekai, 
(the anointed house.) .^During the cere- 
mony, the patriarchs of the several fami- 
lies, in order, give the Bodia elect their 
respective charges. In substance uit.se 
are ; «♦ Let trade be RClive ; cause the 
e.-irth to bring forth abundantly ; let heaitii 
prevail ; drive wur far away ; let witch- 
craft be kept in abeya»)ce," &c. Poor 
man ! he has a load put upon him, which 
i,t is not wonderful can be borne only a 
short time. During his continuance i«) 
office he reside.-* in the Te-kai, a hoiis^ 
built by all the people. He keep.s the 
public greegrees and idolf, and fce(ts </(f'.. 
with rice and oil eticry nei?! junon l'> 
marking sacrifices for the town to departed 
friends nnd demons, he otiir-iates as iiiu')> 
prieal. He cannot sleep in any other 
house in the town but his own ; he rony w'^ 
drink water on the highway ; he may .not 
eat while a corpse is in tow^i ; he nuist 
not mourn for the dead ; he must uot .sit on 
the same bernch. If he dies while in office 
(the rinar pw^ on his ankle, at hia mauirura- 
tion, having been previously takervoffand 
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;iiaced oil Uuit of some nie(nber of hi?: 
uiiiiily) he must be buried in ihe stillness 
of die ni<<lit ; none but tiiemosl iinporiojit 
jiubiic fuiiciioiuiries hear.iig of it, and none 
ni'iurniujj; for him when h"s death is made 
l«ul)lic. All Grebo Bi>dias, too, must be 
buried on the island uff Cape Palnuis, if 
(liey have died a natural death, if they 
hiive been killed by gedu, (sassy-wood,'^ 
they must be buried beneath a running; 
stream of watei'. 

The nomind powtr of (he Bodist is very 
great, as he has a veto on all questions 
brought before the people; but in pracyice 
is very linriiteil, for he dares not act contra- 
ry to the popular will, which he is, there- 
fore, very careful to ascertain. In truth, 
of all oflices that of the Bodii is most com- 
fortless. This arises from the .superstitious 
notions and exfiectations connected with 
the office. It has been before stated, that, 
at his inauguration, he is charged with 
mutters V9luch God alone controls — with 
Providetice. It follows that whenever ad- 
versity of any kind befalls the country, 
tlie Bodia is held responsible for it — " he 
lias made witch "-^this is the solution, 
and many a {loor incumbent has paid the 
[leii'ilty with hia life. It is no wonder 
tiiat this highest office in the people's gift 
is far from being desired, and that in the 
i?iost instances, virhen the oracle has desig- 
nated the individual, they have almost to 

lake him by fores and make him king." 
The two remaining office.-?, TUiawa and 
Ibadia, appertain to the Sedibo, and on it 
vacancy occuring, are filled in t!ie same 
tnahner as that of Bodia. These, too, are 
hireditary in families. In the assembly of 
the tiedibo, their assent must be obtained 
to any measure before it can be carried into 
ellect ; though, as in the case of.the Bodia, 
tlii.s assent is rather the expression of the 
popular will than the guide of it The most 
niiporttmt duties of these offices devolve 
upon them in time of w^r. Then the 
Ihadia must always lead'^; and in ca3e of 
retreat or defeat, the latter must always 
bring up the rear, or cover the retreat. 
They are consequently posts of the greatest' 
danger. In reward for their services they 
hftve, by hereditary right, a large slmtp of 
all perquisites of the Sedibo. 

'riie third class into which every Grebo 
community is divided is the Ked'bo. I'his 
is composed of youths and boys between 
the ages of 18 and 11 to 12- A small ini- 
tiation fee admits any one of initiabie age 
to this class. They have a treasury, a 
kind of head, usually selected from among 
the elder Sedibo, to take care of their pro- 
perty. They have mae injis, at whii';h 
thf.'y discuss subjects of which they have 



the control, but are subject to the direction 
of the Sedibo in all impf>rfant niaiters. 

The A'imfcft inch.des children from 6 to 
11 years of age. Theirs i.s a eeparate or- 
gan izal ion, allhouj^h their rights and privi- 
leges are of mare limited <;haracter, Their 
ch ef perquisites are those obtained for 
their collective services m busy se-Hsons. 
But it is v^'onderful to wiUtess the siormy 
debates of this little society, as wtU as 
amusing to see them punishing each other 
for I eal or alleged olTences, by palling p*pper 
in their eyes, beating them, &c. 

There is a curious secrei uesociation or 
society to be found m every Grebo com- 
munity, styled Kwi-iru, or "children of 
departed spirits." Although it i.? attempted 
to keep everything connecisd wi'h this as- 
sociatioijii concealed, it is known to be 
composed of persons of almoeJ all a?:es in 
the community, except children. They 
have a *» father," as he is caliedy but he 
is never vthible or known except to mem- 
bers of the society. When, as is rarely 
the case, the Kwi-iru" appear in the 
day, the *' father" is always so masked «8 
to be perfecly disguised. The night, how- 
ever, IS the usual lime for this strange as- 
sociation to go abroad ; often at midnight, 
on the outfikirts of the town, or in ihe ad- 
joining bush .a. sudden, discordant sjhriek- 
i?igf whistiii.g, yelling, hideous noise burSis 
forth, aa if scores of spirits had been set 
loose from the lov/er world ,and ae if their ob- 
j eci waa to f righ ten ma n from t he earth - 1 n 
a tumultuous body they run around and 
through the town. Women and children 
fly affrighted into their houses and close 
them up, for a heavy fine wotjld be the 
pctnalty of their seeing and being seen by 
the mysterious visitors.^ if in their wild 
revelliugs they fancy tt> want anything 
from any one, they surround his hou^se 
and there remain yeiling, dancing, scream- 
ing, and threatening until their demand is 
granted. 

Tiie avowed object of the asaoc-taiion la 
to seek and to punish wiichts and tcizcls. 
These arc said to particularly active in 
practising their arts at night. They strip 
themselvea naked and go to the houses of 
those whose lives they seerk ; and especi- 
ally is It their delight to visit and dance on 
the graves of those %hMra they have huc- 
ceeded in killing by their eiichaniment!*. — 
Wo, then, be to the man or woman who 
is seen walking around or through the 
towns in the night! The Kwi-iru poun e 
upon them, carry them to a house pre- 
pared for »he purpose, put them in the lop 
of it, where they are smoked until next 
day about iU o'clock, or the usual time for 
subjecting thera to the rimversal Afric&c 
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test, "gedu," or sassy-wood. Early in 
the morning, an official of the Kwi-iru is 
despatched to the forest to get the bark of 
the gedu tree. This arrived, the accused 
person is taken by the Kwi-iru to the 
field ; ther^, in the presence of the assem- 
bled town's people, to be subjected tc the 
test. The officer of the body: Iffeats the 
bark in a mftftar, pouj^ water into it, then 
turns it out in a wooden bowl and calls for 
the accused to come forward and drink. 
Holding the bowl in his hand, he loolts 
towards the ea^t, and savs, in(iyub«taVice : 
" Oh, God ! oh , God ! oh', Gtid ! oK, God ! 
I invoke th^e fbur timfesi if this person be 
innocent, cause him to vomit this gedu and 
escape. If lie be guilty , may it kill hinf ." 
The accused takes the bowl and repeats 
s the same words. He then takes the po- 
tion. Immediately after doing this he 
starts to ' town, escorted by one or more 
members of the Kwi-iru, and followed by 
the multitude. . The former, after reaching 
town, keep near the accused, and force 
him to walk incessantly until it is ascer- 
tained that the gedu does not aflVct him, 
or he falls down suddenly \^ead, a victim 
to the poison. A& soon as this takes place, 
a fiendisb shout rends the air : "The 
witch is fbund— he is killed." Tied'lby 
the ^et, tlie diead body is dragged out on 
the beach, where it lie^tbr some hours ex- 
posed to the insults of the populace. Be* 
fore the relations are| permitted tp bury it, 
they must purchase it frorn the Kwi'ka 
for a bullock, or sometbmg^feqtilvalent. 

The ICMd-ir», «s a kind of police, are 
often employed by the Sedibo to adminis- 
ter gedu, in ceuses where persons are accus- 
ed of witchcraft, either \)y them or by the 
Deyabo. 

This last word, JI}eyabOf designates the 
most remarkable ctass among the Greboes. 
They arie the lif^ and soul of their supersti- 
tions. They are commonly called in En- 
glish, doctors, or devil inen. Neither term, 
however^ >':oHveys a correct impression. 
They are pesso-^ed, or suppose themselves 
posisessed, by a "Ku/' demon or spirit,! 
under w'^ose inspiration they act and give 
their responses. They, in fact, do exhibit 
the peculiarities of those mentioned in 
Scripture as «* possessed. " They are 
«'thro!!)irn down on the ground," they 
" gnash with their teeth,'' they appear 
dead while they utter sfirange unearthly 
words, they pine away. ** Whenever any 
of the above markis appear in an individual, 
he is said to bie "possessed," and is at 
once pl tced with an oild " Deya^to be 
ittsiructjed in the arts and mysteries of the 
profession. The riovjciale lasts from one 
to three days, accoi-ding to circumstances. 
During this time, the candidate wears no 



pther covering than some glftss tied with a 
cord around the loins. He does not wash. 
He has no connexion with his wife : slf!^;:a 
apart, eais apart, &c. Wheti the instruct- 
ing Deya. is satisfied with his proficiency, 
end the candidate's family get a bullock * 
ready /to pay for his educa.tion, a day is 
appointed fur inducting him into office. 
This is quite a long ceremony. The prin- 
cipal features only will be here given. The 
test of the reality of his possession is very 
skisuinjr. A fowl or 6 uck is killed , and the 
head cut off ; some of llie blond of this is 
put on the candidate's eyes, and the head 
IS then taken away and thown into the 
bushes. The candidate is now sent to find 
it. If he succeeds^ his possession is r^i ; 
if not, he is deceived. The latter case, 
however, seldom occurs, as good csre is 
taken tlmt the head shall be foUnd, and the 
candidate is escdrttd by his relatives 
(usually on the back of one of thjm)to 
the place of certmony. There he" is di- 
TCisted of his filthy hair apd habiliments ; 
is clothed in the usual dress of his class, 
furnished with a stock of greegrees and 
charms, and taken home by his' relatives. 
' Established at home, he is a most won- 
derful character. Under the inspiration 
of his demon there is nothing'' which he 
cannot find out — nothing which he cannot 
do.- Distance is annihilated. Prom hun- 
dreds of miles the secrets of^j hearts are 
known; and "revealed. Hidden acts of 
witchcraft are l^ought to light. The po- 
tent spells and charms of the Deya control 
winds, rain, pestilence, health, weaIth,Jife 
and death. There is no good sought nor ill 
deprecated for which he does not at once 
provide specific greegree. But it is especi- 
ally in reference to witchcraft that the 
powers of the DeySbo aire invoked and 
'exercised. This is the great evil of the 
country — the one most practised — the most 
feared. To guar<j| against this, the Deva- 
bo make charms for the persons ofindivid- 
uals, for their houses, for the tovvn, forthe 
country. By consulting their demons 
! ihey are suppo-sed to be able at once to 
designate the wuch or wizard in any, par- 
ticular case, aiid the word of a Deya is 
taken, ordiiiarily, as sufficient proof that 
the party accused is guiljy, or lather as 
sufficient ground for subjecang him to trial 
^ by geilu. This feet, in connexion with 
the popular belief that death, in all cases- 
except those of infants and very aged 
1 men— is caused by witchcraft, causes a 
I general feair through the whole community 
whenever one dies ; for ant/ otie in totiin is 
liable Ib'be arrested at any moment, and 
[ sulojecied to the dread ordeal of gedui upon 
the mere ipse dixit of u Deya." 
There is one singular — and I may add 
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hopeful— feature connected with this , a£ 
first sight most preposterous and wicked 
system. When the Deya has consulted 
his demon and prepared his charms, it is 
common with liim to say, "Now, nyena 
ba wenh, (if God wills,) this wiU accom- 
plish the ^.tpod you seek, but not other- 
wise." *liideed, the intelligent Qreboes 
contend tljat the whole system of the 
beyabo is by appointnurU nf Ood. The 
Deya is tlieir means of access to God : tlie 
Deya, speaking i>y his demon, conveys tlto 
voice of OoSk \ ,r: 
Such is the most intelligent view of the 
system of the Gh«boes ' superstition. But 
it contains within itself the elements of its 
own destruction : for the Qreboes believe 
that God is holy and true ; ^ut the Deyabo, 
they know by exjierience, are idl vtci<^, 
and all speeik Itiii It is not wondejrful, 
therefore, that, lit the light of the Gospel, 
the system is losing its hold, and the 
Deyabo their infltii^nce upon the people; 

The moral eharacter of the greboes is 
substantially that given in the first chapter 
of Romans— that of man everywhere left 
to himself. But it is Burprising, in their 
case, to see how much that is outwardly 
|ood ,and pleasant can coexist with the 
inwardly corrupt, and,^indeed, how the 
latter contributes t<i the joasifesiation of 
the former, ftiias "Been stated that witch- 
craft (by which is nieant the acconiplishing 
of any object by magical preparations) is 
generally practised. The^oi)le are also, 
of course, all reueng^l, and witchcraft af- 
fords the nieans of revenging thlhiselves ; 
and as all are conscious of eri/, all fear ei>il; 
and thisfear is the chief cause of the great 
courtesy which really characterizes the 
Greboesin their intercourse with each other. 

Thdphysical character of the Greboes is 
not inferior to that of any tribe on the 
west coast of Africa. This may be readi- 
ly inferred from the fact that ihey are 
eagerly sought by vessels of war, as well 
as by traders. The class known on the 
coast as Krodken, (Croomen, or Crew- 
men,) are, in fact, a large portion of them. 
Cape Pal mas or Grebo people. A §reat 
many of thepi are to be found in Sierra 
Leone, and, ind<eed, in many the foreign 
settlements frdm Sierra Leone to the Ga- 
boon river. 

"Their inteUeetual character corresponds 
with the physical. In our schools the 
children learn rapidly. In the meetings 
and councils of the Sedibo an4 people, 
which I have attended, I have been struck 
with the order, decorum, and men^l acu- 
men displayed. In grave assemblies each 
man has his place and his time to speak ; 
when this arrives, he stands up, usually 
holds a long staflf in his hand, and asks 



attention bv saying "bateo,** (aUend all •,) 
the assembly responds *'. bate," (we ttt- 
. -tend ;) after he has finished, the next in 
order takes the staff, and proceeds lit -like 
manser; ^Ahdin examining evidence ihey 
are most thorough ; and ke«n, indeed, 
miift be the' foreign casuist who cah pjej 
the advantage of them on matters coming 
within the range of their knowledge ^nd 
'estperience. . ■■ #" 

The geographical position of the Gre- 
tes, in connexion with their physical and 
intellectual character, affords gi'bund ^to 
hope that they are destined to be instru- 
ments of «xtremer good amo&gst the nu- 
merous tribes in their vicinity. They ai-e 
situated at the mouth of Uie Cavalla river, 
navigable for canoes 4md boats about 
seventy miles, a,nd' havirtg on itc banks 
sonde twelve tribes. With these tribes the 
Greboes have daily intsrcourse^ond they 
sp^ dialects so nearly alike that they 
afe readily understood by each pihet* It 
IS pr9|»abfe, too, that books' piibllshed i», 
Grebo will be understcod^^ by oU these 
tribes. Het:ce it follows, that to Ohris- 
tiariisiB the Grebcj^ii win be at once to 
diffuse its blessings throughout these tribes . 

The £piscop<a Mission ih West Africa is 
establiiihed in the Grebo trib%. It em- 
braces at present thre« orincipal and one 
sub-station. A fourth isrihcifikl stktion 
will be opened during thej year at' Rock- 
town. Those a^ present in operation,are : 
Mount Vaughan, Fishtown, Cavalla, odd 
River Caviifla. 

Mt. Vavghoii stsiim is within ths^'^imrae- 
diate settlement of the colony^ a^d is whol- 
ly colonial in character. Sera arc a 
female day^ school, in which upwards of 
fifty children /receive instruction, and a 
high school in embryo, haying in it fifteen 
boys. This will be made a boarding 
school in part at the b^tnning of nexty ear, 
being designed to train up teachers ^nd 
ministers.^-' ' 

In connexion w^tb this station is a 
chapel for the accommodation of the Col- 
onist congregation ; for whose benefit 
a stone churcli, St. Mark's, is in process 
of erection. Thenumbeir ofcQmniunicdltts 
hereis twenty-two. 

Jlshtown station, nhier the superinten- 
dence of R!ev. Jacob Rambo, is twelve 
miles from Cape Palmas. It is in the im- 
mediate vicinity of a native' popitlation of 
3,500, with many villages ne^. In the 
boarding school of native boys and girls, 
there are twenty-live- children. A com- 
fortable chapel has been erected, in which, 
as well as in the villages arounci, stated 
services are held. Thel*e are at this sta- 
tion twelve communicants. A hand print> 
ing press is also how in operation there. 
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Cavalla sMiont under care of Rev, J. 
Payne, is ten miles from Cape Palmas to 
leeward, as Piehtown- is to the wind- 
ward. There is a population (native) 
about the samo as at Pishtown, with a lar- 
ger within a few miles distance. In a 
chapel, built o£ native materials, m the 
middle of a native town, regular services 
are held, the average attendance being two 
hundred. Services are also held in many 
villages around. In the male and female 
boarding schools connected with the sta- 
tion, are sixty-three pupils. The number 
of communicants thirty-seven. 

JSivet* C&oalla i& an out station of Cavalla, 



where there is a boarding school contain, 
ing ten children. By the missionaries the 
gospel is preached in some twenty-five 
native towns and villages^ besides the colch 
ny. Summary ; 3 principal and I out- 
station ; missionaries and their wives, 6 ; 
teachersi colonist and native, 13; pupils, 
colonist and native, 165 : communicants, 
colonist and native, 71. 

The language has been reduced to writ- 
ing, and Genesis, the gospels of Matthev, 
Mark, and Luke, and Acts, translated, 
besides ematler books published in the 
lang(H-v^,i 

, J. Patne. 
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I have lived five years and one month 
in Settra Kroo, as a missionary. I will 
speak first of the country and climate ; 
then of the people an i of the success of 
the mission. As to the land, I have lived 
upon the beach, but travelled as far as 
fifty miles back into the interior. The 
land is neither rich nor poor ; but it is all 
good and very fruitful. It has a little in- 
clination to be gravelly and soft. The 
face of the earth, with ?i little exception, 
is covered witli a jungle thicker than the 
swamps m the United States. It is also 
plentifully interspersed with* large trees, 
and pleasantly variegated with hills and 
valleys. There is scarcely a jtree, shrub, 
or herb, such as Js found in t^e United 
States. 

The chief productions of the country 
for food are casSada and rice ; also cab- 
bages and sweet potatoes. The animals 
are bullocks, sheep, and goats. The chief 
fruits are pineapples, oranges, cocoanuts, 
lemons, plantains, bananas, papaws, and 
guavas. The chief articles of commerce 
are palm-oil, cam-wood, rice, and ivory. 
In the rainy season (our sumrtrer in Ameri- 
ca) the mercury stands at about seventy- 
eight, and in the dry season (our winter 
in America) at about eighty-six. 

If the land was clear and cultivated, I 
thirik the country would be as healthy as 
any other portion of the globe. The na- 
tives are as heahhy as bur colored people 
in Arnerica, and subject to fewer diseaqes. 
People from the United States are not so 
healthy as the natives, and especially white 
men. All foreigners, having to undergo 
acclimation, necessarily suffer in th^ir con- 
giiiiuions. 

I am far from thinking that this acclima- 
tion is not morally a benefit to the eini- 
granJs, and to the republic; because it 
t(ti;ds to civilize tile newly emancipated. 
Some three generations backr— say two 
hundred or two hundred and fifty years- 



some of the bush people, between two 
and three hundred miles in the interiori 
a people called Clahot came to the beach, 
(several of these men having followed 
the Poor river, and learned on the beach 
the value of salt,) and first commenced 
a settlement at Bassa, and subsequnlly 
removed to Little Kroo, very near Setta 
Kroo. Several of the tribes • frbra the 
interior, with their several kings, came 
and united with them and consolidated 
themselves under one government, era- 
bracing five towns, called Little Kroo, 
Settra Kroo, Kroo-bar, N^a-Krop, King 
Will's Town. Long ago, in the timeof the 
Portuguese slave-trade, these people assist- 
ed slave vessels ; and there is said by 
them to have been <i compact or agreement, 
between them and the Portuguese a'ftd other 
slave-traders, that they should be, exempt 
from slavery, and should be known by a 
black mark upon the forehead and nose, 
which is still universal among jthero, as 
well as their freedom from slavery, (Aey 
never making slaves of one another ;) and 
their name, Kroomen, is said to be but a 
corruption of the title of Crewmen, be* 
cause of their general employment among 
vessels visiting the African cotist. Among 
the people polygamy exists extensively, 
and slavery to some extent-rt'hough these 
slaves are, bought only from other tribes, 
and are never sold to foreigners or to any 
persons out of their own tribe. Their 
houses are built of a^ square forni, and of 
sticks covered with bamboo plaited; and 
the roof of leaf thatch j and the floor is of 
plaited bamboo, raised eighteen inches on 
sticks, and the door and the loft above are 
not . sufiSciently high to permit an adult 
to enter standing. There are generally 
three rooms in eacli house, separated by 
partitions of plait<'d,bambo<?. The fireplace 
is made principally of hard cla^, iiear one 
corner of the house, where io the <»nly 
window, which serves both to admit light 
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and open a passage for the smoke. The 
smoke penetrates the interstices of the 
loft above* and preserves the rice, which 
would otherwise be destroyed by insecis. 

Their fUrniture consists mostly of a 
few cooking utensils ; their floor answers 
fob bed, tablfr, and chairs, and their pillow 
is a round jtick /j>f wood. Their dress is a 

?iece of cloth wrapped about the loins, 
'heir dev^otions are a superstitious gassing 
on the new moon, and a feast on the first 
day of the moon among the headmen, and 
devotional walks in a Uiicket called the 
(ftvii'j \mh. , Tliey^ depend on amulets or 
greegrees for protection and defence. These 
are purchased from thegreegree doctors for 
different sums of money , according to the 
purposes for: which they are designed. 
These amulets are sheep horns, or small 
pockets, filled with herbs and palm oil and 
dirt, made by thedoctoror conjurer. These 
doctprs are a distinct class of men who corns 
into the profession hereditarily, the heads 
of the families teaching their craft. The 
children destined to this profession enter 
early upon these studies uni^er some doc- 
tor—sometime as early as i^even or eight 
years, and are distinguished by a peculiar 
straw dre&!i. 

T^bese doctors proffess a knowledge of 
herlw and roots, and to |iave the means of 
curing diseases, atid are called to relieve 
the sick and af&icted. But their greatest 
reputation is derived from their imagined 
supernatural knowledge. 

The Kroo people consider death and 
sickness as caused by witchcraft, and they 
employ and rely upon the doctors to point 
out the person^ who has by witchcraft 
caused these evils. The persons who is d es- 
ignated as guilty of the crime of witchcraft, 
is arrested by the soldier king, and con- 
demned to the ordeal of sassy-wood. The 
bark of the sassy-wood is powerfully nar- 
cotic, and a strong decoction of this the 
person condemned is forced to drink ; and 
after he has .drank its he walks to and fro, 
exclaiming «« .Am I a witch," " am I a 
witch ?f* while one of his executioners 
walks behind him, replying, •* Vou are a 
witchi you are a witch and this contin- 
ues until he either throws oflT from hi^ 
stomach the poisoh, when he is pronounc- 
ed innocerit, or it operates as a cathartic, 
when he is declared guilty, and compelled 
to take more of the decoction, and is sub- ] 
jected to other, cruelties, which cause his 
speedy death. When pronounced inno- 
cent, there is great joy and triumph among 
the friends pf the accused, wh6' march 
through the town dancing, singing, and 
firing guns, and the conjuror resigns his 
fee ro those who employed him These 
shocking scenes of the ordeal by sasisy- 
wood weye of almost j^aily occurrence in 



former times, but have been much lesa 
freqwent, say three or four times a yiear, 
since the establishment ^f & mission among 
them. Sometimes this sassy^wood is used 
to decide quiestions between individuals, 
and Uiey voluntarily drink it to prove 
and settle some disputed points. This 
j ordeal by sassy-wood is one of the most 
I>revalent and cruel of African supersti- 
tions, and is practised among nearly tf not 
all the tribes of Africa. We presume 
that thousands of the Africans perish by 
this sassyoWood superstition annually. 

The government, „in the tribes which 
united to form the Kroo people, was pro- 
bably at firat patriarchal, but at present it 
is a self-perpetuating oligarchy, though 
one of the headmen has Uie title of king, 
and another that of governor. 

The headmen or aristocracy are about a 
dozen or fifteen , wear as a badge of au ihority 
ah iron ring about the teg. The king has 
his office hereditarily, and the governor's 
office is secured to his family for past ser- 
vices rendered by his ancestors in conquer- 
ing the country. The soldier king is elec- 
ted for an indefinite time by the headjmeiii, 
and is general and the officer commanding 
in war, and arresting and executing those 
condemned to drink the sassy -wood. 
This ' office is desired, as this officer xs 
en4|tle<Uv to It liberal fee for any arrest or 
service. Beisides these ofScers and their 
assistaij^ts, there are six or eight headmen, 
who are called palaver men, who, with 
those just mentioned, constitute the general 
council of the nation. 

Each tribe uniting to form the Kroo 
people brought its own kings, and the 
families of these come to the office of king 
in succes!<ion. The laws of the Kroo 

Eeople are a body of customs handed down 
y tradition from past generations, inter- 
preted and enforced by the general council, 
who also enact bccas'onaf special laws, 
which are generally suggestea or dictated 
hf the doctor or conjuror. The laws are 
imperfect,, inconsistent, find unfair. If one 
man losi^s anything, ahd accuses another 
of having stolen it, the accused is required 
to drink sasty "Wood to prove his inno^encfi. 
The ordeal of sassy-wood is therefore 
made a penalty for almost all crimes, and 
exerts a powerful restraining influence on 
the community . When tlie sassy-wood 
so affects the accused aa to condemn him, 
the friends of the accused, ttiiy buy him 
ofi^ from death for different isums of money, 
according to theL wealth of the family of 
the accused. The reason why so few 
are saved is because of the poverty of the 
friends of the accused, and because if 
once rescued, the accused is exposed to 
be reaccu^ed for any trifliiig oflTence. 
The oi^eal of sassy-wood is frequently 
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made to decide points of honor, precisely 
like the custom of duellinis: in the U. States. 

The leading motives of the Kroo people 
are sensuality and vanity. The men em- 
ployed by vessels on the coast,, and by tra- 
ders as factors on shore, are industrious, 
but on the plantations and in their towns 
the men are idle, and the women perform 
moat of the labor. The men build the 
houses and clear the plantations, but the 
women plant, watch, cultivate, gather and 
beat the rice, and also cut and bring the 
wood, and perform all the labor about the 
houses. The women seldom eat with the 
men, except a man's head or favorite Wife, 
who superintends the cooking, and first 
tastes the food before he partakes. 

The system of polygamy gives rise to 
jealousies and quarrels among the women. 
All lawful wives are purchased when chil- 
dren, and when they arrive at a suitable 
age, are taken to their husbands. Besides 
these, there is a class of woijien who go 
and live with any man they choose, and 
leave him for any other, at pleasure.— 
When one or more of these leive i man, 
and run to another, the one to whom they 
resort fire guns, and his lawful wives re- 
joice with him, because they regard it as 
adding importance to their husband, and 
relieving them from a portion of their 
labor. There appears to be a strong affec- 
tion between parents and children, and 
brothers and sisters ; but polygamy doubt- 
less lessens the affeation between husbands 
and wives. They are passionate, but 
cowardly; fond of war and hunting, but 
have littie skill in either. When specially 
intrusted with property, they may be ex- 
pected to be faithful ; butif (inmostcaaes) 
they can slyly steal, they will do it ; and 
in case one of their number informs against 
the thief, it is the law that the informer 
should pay for the stolen property. 

Ths kroo women — especially those who 
are old and incapable of other labor — are 
constantly and industriously engaged in 
making salt by boiling down sea water ; 
and this is a principal article of trade with 
the interior tribes. The leading meti or 
families have young men, (though these 
may be thirty or forty years old,) who are 
under their counsel and authority, as 
wards under guardians. Thes6 young 
men go abroad to different parts of the 
coast from Sierra Leone to Cape Coast, i 
or even to Fernando Po— each group of 
ten oi^ a dozen choosing one as a leader, 
who makes engagements for them ; and, 
after securing as much money for them as 
possible by labor from six months to two 
or three years, they return home, when 
the property thus acquired is distributed 
among the families of these young men, 
according to the discretion of the guurdian. 



who is expected to buy a wife for each of 
these youths whenever he deems their 
labors sufficient to merit one. A man's 
importance among the Kroosdepends much 
upon the number of his wives and bulIock«, 
tliese being the chief property of the 
country. 

The Presbyterian mission among the 
Kroos is about eight years old. it was 
commenced under the direction of the 
Presbyterian board of minions, by the 
Rev. O. R. Canfield, who died"^ before the 
the mission house was finished. Mr* Gaa- 
field was succeeded by the Rev. R. W. 
Sawyer, who labored m the cause of the 
mission for two years. He then fell a 
victim to fever, when his widow conducted 
the affairs of the mission, assisted in its 
temporal matters by Doctor Day j for one 
year. She was then united in marriage to 
the Rev. James M. Connelly ; and for the 
last five years they have continued their 
efforts in the mission. 

In connexion with the mission there has 
always been a boarding school, whfere 
children were fed, clothed, and taught 
gratuitously. For three years this school 
averaged about sixty scholars ; and for the ; 
last five years it has been on the decline, 
having on an average about twenty^five.— 
In this school there hav^ been about three 
hundred children taught to read intelligi- 
bly, many to write, and all instructed in 
the doctrines of the christian religion ; a 
few have studied some of the sciences, and 
many more have only learned to spfell, 
while some could only be kept in school 
to get a knowledge of the alphabet. Our 
first and last lesson to all these Children has 
been to teach them their responsibility to 
God as the '^'•^ator of the world, the ne- 
cessity of faith in His Son, our Redeiemer, 
and of the influence of the Holy Spirit to 
regenerate the heart. 

In connexion with the boarding school 
we have kept up a Sabbath school, and 
occasional night and day schools, at dif- 
ferent places; and the Gospel bfts been 
constantly preached on the Sab6ath. The 
children of the Kroos generally learn to 
read and write in the course of four or six 
months, and appear to acquire knowledge 
as readily as children 'in the United States. 

The Kroo people (and the Africans gen- 
erally, that we have observed,) appear to 
have as good natural talents as other peo- 
ple. In regard to the influence of the mis- 
sion, we are assured that it has exerted a 
powerful influence to restrain from vice, 
and cause those who cherished to seek to 
hide it ; but we are not sure that any have 
become truly pious, though we trust the 
seed of Divine truth, planted aniong the 
Kroos by this mission, will finally show 
great and beneficial results. 



